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INTRODUCTION
ABOUT THE BIBLE

= The Bible is God's message to us all. It is His word. It is
unique.

= As well as being the world’s most wonderful literature it is
the only book in which we can read about God’s dealings
with Mankind in the past, His message for the present and
His promises conceming the future.

= [t is the only book given directly by God telling us about
Him and His Son the Lord Jesus Christ.

= Only in the Bible can we read about why we die and how
we can live for ever.

= The message of the Bible is far too important to be ignored
or to be left to others to tell us what it says.

= So we must all read it for ourselves.

READ THE BIBLE TODAY
= Time is fast running out for this world and for you.

= Make TODAY your opportunity. Start reading this most
wonderful book now.

= Begin today to find out how to prepare for the coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

WHICH VERSION?

= There are many different versions of the Bible in many
languages. Even those in English range from using the
language of the 17th Century to modern versions translated
into the way we speak and write today.

= Whichever version you use, you will find the same basic
message. Some prefer the poetic language of the Authorised
or King James Version. Others the modern style of, say, the
Revised Authorised Version or the New International Version.
It is a matter of personal preference. Pick the version which
suits you best. These Notes are based upon the Authorised
Version.

= If you intend to purchase a Bible it is well worth the extra
to have a Bible with marginal references.

COVER PHOTOGRAPH: Qumran Caves, Dead Sea — by
kind permission of the Israel Government Tourist Office.

From about 200 BC until 70 AD a community of devout
Jews, known as ‘the Essenes’ occupied this area. They were
students of God’s word and preserved their scrolls in stone
jars. When threatened by the Romans, they hid their precious
scrolls in these caves. The scrolls were discovered in 1947.



HOW TO USE THESE NOTES

= These notes are structured around reading one chapter of
the Bible every day. It is a marvellous habit to acquire.

= By following this pattern the six STEPS will be covered in
exactly fifty two weeks. So in one year it will be possible to
get a very good overall view of the message of the Bible.

= Within these notes, each STEP starts with an introduction
giving an overview of the chapters and parts of the message
to be covered. It is recommended that the sequence be
followed right through. The Index on the inside of the front
cover will allow you to review various key chapters or jump
aheﬁd to passages which particularly interest you if you so
wish.

= Each day’s chapter should be read carefully and in
conjunction with the Daily Note. Other relevant Bible
passages will be suggested as worth referring to. Look up
these other references; it is most important. It will show how
the message of the Bible is consistent. All parts of God's
word have something to tell us.

= Numbers 14:21 means the Book of Numbers, Chapter 14
and Verse 21. The 66 books of the Bible are usually listed at
the front of the Bible to assist in finding them.

= The Chart inside the back cover of these Notes shows
where people, events and books of the Bible fit into history.
Also shown is a guide as to how we got our Bible of today.

= On pages 60-63 there is printed an important Summary of
Bible Teachings.

= Although this Planner lasts one year it has not been dated
so there is no need to wait until next January 1st. You can
start at STEP ONE right away.

= So do it TODAY.
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WEEK ONE n STEP

= Begin each day’s readings

. . SUNDAY Psalm 19
:;";',:Ssp;?fr asking God | LiaNDAY Genesis 1
* TUESDAY Luke 2

= The readings in Step WEDNESDAY 1 Corinthians 13
One are an interesting THURSDAY Mark 4
selection from various FRIDAY Ecclesiastes 3
parts of the Bible. SATURDAY 2 Timothy 3

= The unity, truth and

divine origin of the 66 Books of the Bible become
increasingly certain as you read them. Although written by
many different writers over 1,500 years, God is the Author
and His message is the same throughout.

= Read consistently, carefully and prayerfully.

| DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - Psalm 19 - Creation speaks of the power and
glory of God (verses 1-6) but only the Bible makes known
His purpose and His ways (verses 7-14).

MONDAY - Genesis 1 - God made all things. He

established the laws of nature and prepared the earth as
man'’s home.

TUESDAY - Luke 2 - The miraculous birth of Jesus brought
promises of peace (verse 14) and of salvation for Jews and
Gentiles (verses 29-32).

WEDNESDAY - 1 Corinthians 13 - Charity (love) is the

supreme quality for us to follow and has promise of an
eternal future (verses 11-T3).

THURSDAY - Mark 4 - The word of God is a precious seed
tc; be cultivated and become fruitful in our lives for the glory
of God.

FRIDAY - Ecclesiastes 3 - Life is short and fragile. We need
to use our time wisely to serve God and to prepare for the
day of judgment (verse 17).

SATURDAY - 2 Timothy 3 - The world today is described in
verses 1-7. The Bible is given by God to make us godly and
to lead us to salvation (verses 15-17).
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STEP P4l INTRODUCTION

Step Two covers two weeks - one in the Old Testament and
the second in the New Testament.

= Week two looks at the events following the Creation, in the
early chapters of Genesis.

= Week three looks at the new beginning when Jesus went
about doing good and preaching the saving gospel.

GOD’S PLAN

= In creating the earth and the first man and woman, God
had an ultimate purpose in mind.

= This purpose is that the earth will be filled with men and
women who have chosen to serve God and give Him glory.
(Numbers 14:21).

= These people of faith will be given everlasting life in the
kingdom of God on earth (Isaiah 45:18,23. Matthew 5:5.
Daniel 7:27).

= An essential stage in this PLAN was the miraculous birth of
God’s Son — Jesus Christ. His perfect obedience to God's
will was vital to the plan.

= The Bible is vital too, as a means of telling us what WE
have to do.
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week 2 P8l STEP

GENESIS w SUNDAY Genesis 2
= The name ‘Genesis MONDAY Genesis 3
means the book of the TUESDAY Genesis 4
‘beginnings’. It tells us WEDNESDAY Genesis 5
about the beginnings of THURSDAY Genesis 6
the earth and of man and | FRIDAY Genesis 7
woman. SATURDAY Genesis 8

= |t tells us too about
how sin and death came into the world.

= |t contains the first references to God’s provision of a way
out for sinful mankind. In fact, GENESIS is a vital foundation
for understanding the Bible.

| DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Genesis 2 - Note the special creation of man
(verse 7) and of woman (verse 22) and the true marriage
relationship (verse 24).

MONDAY - Genesis 3 - God had said that sin
(disobedience) would bring death (verse 3) and so it did
(verse 19). See Romans 5:12.

TUESDAY - Genesis 4 - Man was now dying and in need of
salvation. he could serve God by faith and have hope of
eternal life (verse 4 with Hebrews 11:4) or give himself over
to sin like Cain who killed his own brother (verses 5-8).

WEDNESDAY - Genesis 5 - Cain’s descendants (of chapter
4) are contrasted with the better line from Seth (verse 3
onwards) leading to Noah (verse 29).

THURSDAY - Genesis 6 - Only Noah and his family were
separate from the violent society around them. God showed
them what to do so that they could be saved (verse 14) and
also how to do it (verses 15-16). The Bible tells us what

we must do and the life of Jesus shows us how we may
please God.

FRIDAY - Genesis 7 - Noah believed what God had said
and he built the Ark. We need faith in God's way (Hebrews
11:7) and must prepare for the judgment to come (2 Peter
3:1-7, 11-13).

SATURDAY - Genesis 8 - God remembered Noah (verse 1).
The dove with the olive branch has become a symbol of

peace (verse 11). God will never destroy the earth (verse 22
and Genesis 9:13-15).
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STEP WEEK 3

SUNDAY Matthew 1| MATTHEW

MONDAY Matthew 2| ® The new Testament
TUESDAY Matthew 3| begins with the ‘family
WEDNESDAY Matthew 4| tree’ of Jesus to show his
THURSDAY Matthew 5| connection with Abraham
FRIDAY Matthew 6| (Genesis 12) and King
SATURDAY Matthew 7| David (2 Samuel 7) in the

Old Testament.

= Matthew (the tax collector who became a disciple) was
chosen by God to write and show that Jesus was the
promised Messiah foretold in the Old Testament.

= Notice the frequent references to the Old Testament with
such words as: ‘as it is written . . ’

AB R/’l\HAM
DAJVID
SOLCIJMON NATIHAN
JOSEPH MARY
(Later married to Mary) (the mother of Jesus)
(Matthew 1:16) (Luke 3)

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Matthew 1 - Jesus is the Son of God (verses
18-20). Through his mother, he was also a descendant of
David (1,000 BC) and of Abraham (2,000 BC) as promised in
the Old Testament.

MONDAY - Matthew 2 - The son of David was destined to
be a King and, like David, would be born in Bethlehem as
foretold by the prophet Micah (700 BC) (Micah 5:2 and Luke
1:32).

TUESDAY - Matthew 3 - God's promise to send a Saviour,
with a forerunner (John the Baptist) was made through Isaiah
(700 BC) (Isaiah 40:1-5). Jesus had no sin to repent of but
was baptized by John as an act of humble obedience (verses
15-17).

WEDNESDAY - Matthew 4 - Jesus used the Old Testament
for guidance in dealing with problems and temptation (verses
4, 7, 10).

THURSDAY - Matthew 5 - The Sermon on the Mount
(chapters 5-7) is often thought impractical today, but these are
Jesus’ rules for the Christian life and every follower of Christ
must try to live by them.

FRIDAY - Matthew 6 - The prayer of Jesus is a pattern on
which we may base our prayers. We should pray for God'’s
kingdom to come on earth and for Jesus to come and put the
world right (verse 10).

SATURDAY - Matthew 7 - We need to build on the sure
foundation of Christ and God’s word, to be safe (verses
24-27). Salvation is not for everyone but for those few who
really desire it (verses 13, 19, 21).
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INTRODUCTION STEP

Step Three will occupy three exciting weeks and will introduce
us first to the Genesis record of the ‘patriarchs’, Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

= This foundation will help us to understand what the rest of
the Bible is about. In the New Testament for example we
learn that ‘the gospel was preached to Abraham’ (Galatians
3:8).

= Side by side with this we shall continue to read about the
life and work of Jesus, as recorded by Matthew.

= Remember to read consistently, carefully and prayerfully.

Please send any questions or comments to the address on
page 64.

ASSHUR
JAPHETH

Babel >
{Babylon) ‘s,__.

== ABRAHAM'S
PROBABLE ROUTE
FROM UR (Gen.12)

Lands and peoples at the time of Abraham
(See Genesis 11)
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STEP WEEK 4

GOD CALLS ABRAM

SUNDAY Genesis 11

‘MONDA\’ Genesis 12| ™ Abram (later called

| TUESDAY Genesis 13 Abraham) was
WEDNESDAY Genesis 14| commanded by God to
THURSDAY Genesis 15| leave Babylonia, a land of
FRIDAY Genesis 17 | false religion (Genesis
SATURDAY Genesis 19| 11-12). God promised

him great blessings and a
future inheritance in a new land - the Promised Land. This
was Canaan, later called Palestine.

= Abram’s obedience and faith were remarkable. He became
the pattern for all who want to please God. Because Abram
believed in God, God esteemed him righteous (Romans
4:12-13 and 19-25).

= Abram’s faith was later demonstrated by his actions. He
lived by his belief. God made the promise even before this.

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Genesis 11 - Notice how God selected the
family of Shem, a son of Noah, leading up to Abram (verses
10-26).

MONDAY - Genesis 12 - There are 7 parts to the important
promise made by God in verses 2 and 3. The fulfilment of
God'’s word to Abram affects all nations.

TUESDAY - Genesis 13 - More promises (verses 14-17)
which involve the eternal inheritance of the land of Canaan.

WEDNESDAY - Genesis 14 - Melchizedek (verses 18-20)
was a king and priest. Jesus is a Priest now for true believers
and will come back to be King in Jerusalem.

THURSDAY - Genesis 15 - Abram was counted righteous
because he had FAITH in God’s promises (verse 6). God
foretold that Abram’s descendants would become slaves for a
time (verses 13-14). The hebrews did subsequently become
slaves in Egypt.

FRIDAY - Genesis 17 - God's promises were renewed
(verses 1-8) and Abram’s name was changed to Abraham

(a father of many nations). The promise was to go through
Isaac, not Ishmael (verse 19).

SATURDAY - Genesis 19 - God was still concerned about
the moral condition of the world, as He was in the time of
Lot. (See Luke 17:28-32). Sodom has lent its name to
wickedness which is not acceptable to God (Genesis 18:20).
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WEEK 5 STEP

THE KINGDOM OF GOD SUNDAY Matthew 8
= Matthew tells us about MONDAY Matthew 9
Jesus as the King of the TUESDAY Matthew 10
coming Kingdom of God | WEDNESDAY Matthew 11
promised in the Old THURSDAY Matthew 12
Testament. FRIDAY Matthew 13 |

[ SATURDAY Matthew 14

= The kingdom is
described as ‘the kingdom
of heaven’ (because it belongs to God) but it will be on
EARTH with Jerusalem as its capital.

= The “call of Christ’ is in many ways like God's call to
Abram. It requires belief in the same promises made sure in
Christ and a life of willing discipleship.

PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM

= Jesus often taught in parables. They were designed to help
the humble to understand the gospel of the Kingdom and to
confound the proud and antagonistic. The parables can teach
much to “those who have ears to hear’ and they are
wonderful aids to the memory.

= Some parables, like the Sower (Matthew 13) tell of the
preparation stage of the Kingdom. Others, like that of the
Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25) tell us of the future.

' DAILY NOTES

1

SUNDAY - Matthew 8 - The many miracles performed by
Jesus were a witness to the truth of his teaching and his
ability to help those in need.

MONDAY - Matthew 9 - Verses 6.9. Forgiveness of sins is
possible through Jesus. Matthew was called to follow him.
We need to learn about Jesus if we are to follow him.

TUESDAY - Matthew 10 - Verses 2-4. The Twelve left
everything to follow Jesus. We need their faith which puts
God first in our lives (verses 38-39).

WEDNESDAY - Matthew 11 - Verses 2-3. Jesus’ reply to
John's enquiry was to quote from Isaiah 35 (which is about
the future kingdom).

THURSDAY - Matthew 12 - Verses 15-21. Jesus’ attitude
fulfilled lsaiah 42, verses 1-4. God's servant was to invite, not
to force people.

FRIDAY - Matthew 13 - This chapter contains seven
parables about the Kingdom. Notice the important stages in
verse 23: (a) Receiving . . . (b) Hearing . . . (c) Understanding
God's Word.

SATURDAY - Matthew 14 - Jesus always thought of others
— the sick (verse 14), the hungry (verse 19), Peter’s faith
(verse 29), Peter's fear (verse 31).



|
STEP WEEK 6

THE FAMILY OF

SUNDAY Genesis 22

MONDAY Genesis 26| ABRAHAM

TUESDAY Genesis 27| " God chose certain of
WEDNESDAY Genesis 28 | Abraham’s family to
THURSDAY Genesis 29 | continue the line which
FRIDAY Genesis 30 | would eventually lead to
SATURDAY Genesis 31 Christ.

= He repeated the same
PROMISES to them, promises which would be fulfilled
through one particular descendant - Jesus Christ.

Abraham = Sarah
|
Is?ac = Rebekah

Esau Ja(%ob
- Leah - Bilhah - Zilpah - Rachel
Reuben| Levi [ Issachar| Dan| Gad ]oséph
Simeon IUD'AH Zebulun 1\Ilaphta[i Asher| Btlenjamin
DAVID Manasseh Ephraim
CHI{IST

The sons of Jacob were called ‘The Children of Israel” (12 tribes).

' DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Genesis 22 - God ‘did tempt’ (verse 1 — tested)
Abraham to let him show his faith. This chapter points to the
time when, later, God was to give HIS own Son! See how it
is used in the New Testament (Galatians 3:8-9, 16).

MONDAY - Genesis 26 - God’s promises to Isaac (verses
1-4) are related to Abraham’s obedience (verse 5) and again
concern all nations of the world.

TUESDAY - Genesis 27 - Rebekah knew Jacob was to be

blessed (Genesis 25:19-34). Even so, she should have waited
for God to do it.

WEDNESDAY - Genesis 28 - God (not lsaac now) gives
Jacob the PROMISES, as made first to Abraham (verses
13-15). He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (verse
13).

THURSDAY - Genesis 29 - Jacob had to learn patience and
trust in God. He was 20 years in Laban’s house, serving for
Leah, Rachel and cattle (Genesis 31:41).

FRIDAY - Genesis 30 - The sons born to Jacob, including
Joseph’s sons, were to be ancestors of the 12 tribes of Israel
(Genesis 46:3 and Exodus 1:1-7).

SATURDAY - Genesis 31 - God brought Jacob back again,
just as He promised (Genesis 28:15) to bring the nation of
Israel back to the Land of Promise in our day (Jeremiah 30:3;
31:8-11).




L
INTRODUCTION STEP

Step Four spreads over four weeks. Now you are getting used
to regular reading this should present no problem.

= |n these four weeks we continue to read about the
patriarchs, from Genesis, and the life of Jesus, from Matthew.
= Look out for interesting parallels between the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37-50) and the life of Jesus. (Some are listed on
page 13).

= Always remember to read consistently, carefully and
prayerfully.

Please send any questions or comments to the address on
page 64.

* Caesarea
Philippi

GALILEE

Capernaum

Bethsaida
-

Sea of Galilee

Tiberias

L]
Mazareth

DECAPOLIS

Caesarea

-
Samaria

SAMARIA

Jericho
-

Jerusalem

JUDAEA

Bethlehem

J Dead Sea

25 miles
—_— e

Palestine in the time of Jesus

11



STEP . WEEK 7

ISRAEL UNDER THE

ISUNDAY Mal‘lhew 15

 MONDAY Matthew 16| ROMANS

TUESDAY Matthew 17| ® Roman domination of

| WEDNESDAY Matthew 18| the land and people of

| THURSDAY Matthew 19| Israel in the days of Jesus
FRIDAY Matthew 20 was almost total. Many
SATURDAY Matthew 21 patriotic Jews therefore

' would eagerly have
folinwed anyone who could promise them hope of freedom
from the Romans.

» Jesus of Nazareth obviously had the power to do it. His
miracles showed that. He had already rejected the temptation
to snatch at human glory. His Kingdom was to be a future
one and would be given to him by his Father. First he must
conquer sin in order to free men from its bondage and from
death. Then he would be fit to be King of the Earth.

= His followers too must learn to rule themselves before they
could become rulers of others. And their concern must be for
the Kingdom of God, not for the politics of this world.

[p— 1

l DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - Matthew 15 - Jesus knew that sin arises from the
heart (or mind) of man. It is that which needs cleansing
(verses 18-19).

MONDAY - Matthew 16 - Jesus is the Christ (the Jewish
Messiah) and he is the Son of God (verse 16). He foretold his
death (verse 21). Would-be disciples must follow the path of
self-denial (verses 24-26).

TUESDAY - Matthew 17 - The transfiguration of Jesus was a
foretaste of Jesus in glory as future King. See Matthew 15:28
and 2 Peter 1:16-17.

WEDNESDAY — Matthew 18 - To be ‘as little children’
(verse 3) means to be trusting (not childish), taking God at
His word.

THURSDAY - Matthew 19 - Everlasting life and joy in the
coming Kingdom will be given to those who follow Christ
(verses 27-29).

FRIDAY - Matthew 20 - Jesus knew what was going to
happen to him (verses 18-19). The Old Testament had
foretold it. He believed he would be raised from the dead
(verse 19).

SATURDAY - Matthew 21 - Verses 1-11 only partly fulfilled
Zechariah 9:9. The rest will happen when Jesus comes again
as King of the world.



JOSEPH LIKE JESUS

L
WEEK 8 STEP

1
Genesis 32 |

= The divinely recorded |2:g:3§:y Genesis 33
life of Joseph (Genesis TUESDAY Genesis 37
37-50) contains many | WEDNESDAY Genesis 39
parallels with the life of THURSDAY Genesis 40
Jesus. This is one of many ‘FRIDM’ Genesis 41
ways in which the Old SATURDAY Genesis 42

Testament prefigures the -
coming Christ and even foreshadows his rejection by his own

people.
Joseph Jesus
1 - Joseph was loved by his Jesus was God's well-
father. beloved Son.

2

Joseph was hated by his
brethren.

Jesus was rejected by his
own people.

3 - Joseph learned patience Jesus was ‘made perfect
through experience. through sufferings’.
4 - Joseph was imprisoned but  Jesus was released from

later released.

Joseph was called
Zaphnath-paaneah (The
Saviour of the world).

the grave, by God.

Jesus IS the Saviour of the
world!

6 - Joseph saved his brethren Jesus will forgive his
and forgave them. people and save them.
7 - Joseph was exalted to be Jesus has been exalted to

' DAILY NOTES

next to the King.

receive God’'s Name and
will be King of the world.

SUNDAY - Genesis 32 - Jacob’s name was changed to
ISRAEL (a prince with God) because he trusted God.

MONDAY - Genesis 33 - Jacob now acknowledged that all
his blessings are from God, including his children (verse 5)
and his goods (verse 11).

TUESDAY - Genesis 37 - Joseph was made family priest.
The ‘Coat’ was the priestly garment. This made his brothers
envious. His dreams were God's revelation of the future.

WEDNESDAY - Genesis 39 - Joseph, like Jesus, served
others faithfully and resisted temptation (verses 7-8).

THURSDAY - Genesis 40 - Even in prison Joseph continued
to serve, but he was soon forgotten, (verse 23). In this too he
was like Jesus, forsaken by those he came to help.

FRIDAY - Genesis 41 - It was God who brought about the
release of Joseph.

SATURDAY - Genesis 42 - Joseph knew his brethren before

they recognised him. It is the same with the nation of Israel
today who do not yet recognise their Saviour.

13



|
STEP WEEK 9

JESUS LIKE US AND YET

SUNDAY Matthew 22 1

MONDAY Matthew 23 LIKE GOD

TUESDAY Matthew 24 | ® By his birth, Jesus was
WEDNESDAY Matthew 25 | the son of Mary and
THURSDAY Matthew 26 | shared our human nature.
FRIDAY Matthew 27 | He is also the Son of God
SATURDAY Matthew 28 | nd the centre of God's

Plan in creation.

= The gospels underline these two facts. Read the following
verses from Matthew which demonstrate this wonderful truth.
(Matthew 1:1, 18, 23; 3:16-17; 16:16; 22:41-45; 26:63;
27:40,43,54).

= God's Son was born of woman that he might be Redeemer
of mankind. God is his Father. The Father’s love for us was to
be made known in Jesus.

= Jesus lived like the Son of God by doing his Father’s will in
our frail and wayward nature.

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Matthew 22 - The wedding garment (verse 11)
represents the covering from sin we each need, if we are to
be acceptable to Christ at his coming.

MONDAY - Matthew 23 - Jesus never condemned the
sinner who was trying to do right, but those who made a
pretence at being good received his strongest condemnation.

TUESDAY - Matthew 24 - In this chapter Jesus foretold first
the scattering of the Jews in AD70 and then events leading to
his return (verse 30).

WEDNESDAY - Matthew 25 - Three parables in this chapter
show that there will be a judgment when Christ returns. We
need to be ready (verse 13).

THURSDAY - Matthew 26 - Jesus enters his darkest hour as
foretold in the Scriptures. The bread and the wine symbolise
the giving of his life (verses 26-29)

FRIDAY - Matthew 27 - All knew Jesus was innocent, yet he
was crucified. The title over the cross spoke of his true
mission (verse 37).

SATURDAY - Matthew 28 - The Lord is risen indeed and his

victory is complete. His work continues through the apostles
with the full authority of God (verses 18-20).
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L
WEEK 10 STEP

BURIAL IN THE

SUNDAY Genesis 43 |
PROMISED LANP MONDAY Genesis 44 |
= Most of the patriarchs TUESDAY Genesis 45 |
asked to be buried in the | WEDNESDAY Genesis 46 |
land of Canaan, thus THURSDAY Genesis 4?‘
showing their faith in FRIDAY Genesis 49
God’s promises. SATURDAY Genesis 50

= He had promised them
a literal inheritance of the land - for ever. This meant he
would one day raise them from the dead to fulfil his promises
(Acts 7:5 with Luke 13:28-30).

= Meanwhile, as evidence that their inheritance was FUTURE
and not immediate, they were to be ‘strangers and pilgrims’
on the earth, not yet in possession of it (Hebrews
11:13,39-40).

= So Abraham BOUGHT a piece of land in which to bury
Sarah. Abraham himself was buried there as also were Isaac
and Rebekah and Leah (Genesis 49:29-31) and Jacob (Genesis
50:13).

 DAILY NOTES

. |

SUNDAY - Genesis 43 - Joseph met all of his brethren and
they bowed down before him (verse 28). Remember Joseph’s
dreams? Had Joseph taught his steward about God? (verse
23). Those who know about the God of Israel should tell
others.

MONDAY - Genesis 44 - Joseph’s brethren were being led
to confess their faults (Genesis 42:21; 44:16). Notice that
Judah was the first to plead with Joseph. See chart on

page 10.

TUESDAY - Genesis 45 - Joseph did not seek revenge. He
knew that his sufferings had been for his brethren’s sake
(verses 5-8). In this he was like Jesus.

WEDNESDAY - Genesis 46 - Here is a prophecy of the
Exodus of Jacob’s descendants from Egypt (verses 3-4). See
Exodus 3:8.

THURSDAY - Genesis 47 - Jacob wanted to be buried in the
land of promise (verses 29-30), because of his FAITH
(Hebrews 11:8-16).

FRIDAY - Genesis 49 - Judah was the chosen tribe from
which ‘Shiloh’ would come. The name means: ‘Whose it is’,
and refers to Jesus. See Ezekiel 21:27.

SATURDAY - Genesis 50 - Joseph too wanted to be buried
in Canaan, because he had the same FAITH (Hebrews 11:22).
he died believing the promises (verses 24-25).
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STEP INTRODUCTION

This Fifth step forward takes you through sixteen weeks to complete
a half-year of reading God’s Word. Already you have rea
marvellous and comforting records of God’s work and love.

= The notes can still only be brief because of lack of space.
By now you will be picking out vital points from the chapters
yourself.

= There are sometimes difficult or obscure matters in the
readings. God has wisely designed the Bible so that we shall
always have plenty of interesting and exciting things to
discover all through our lives. We shall never finish finding
out ALL there is to know from God's Word.

= We can, however, (and we must) come very soon to learn
the essential teachings and message. If we come across
problems it is always best to let Scripture interpret Scripture.
The answers to our questions are often in the same chapter as
our problem.

= So look back at what you have already read, make use of
marginal references or of a ‘concordance’ if you have one
(that is a list in alphabetical order, of words in the Bible and
the verses where they occur).

= Consult pages 60 to 63 for some references to Bible
teachings, as they arise.

= Continue to read every day, carefully, consistently and
prayerfully.



L
WEEK 11 STEP

MARK’S DIVINELY SN Mark 1/

INSPIRED RECORD OF

MONDAY Mark 2
THE LIFE OF JESUS SEDAY o
= Mark (John Mark) was a | WEDNESDAY Mark 6
friend of Peter (1 Peter THURSDAY Mark 7
5:13) and a companion of | FRIDAY Mark 8
the Apostle Paul (Acts | SATURDAY Mark 9

12:12)

= His record of the life of Jesus may have been the earliest. It
is certainly the shortest and there is a note of URGENCY
about the account.

= Notice the frequent use of ‘urgent’ words such as:
‘immediately’ - “straightway’ - ‘astonished’ - ‘forthwith” -
‘amazed’.

= The urgency and impact of the message will not be lost on
us if we read earnestly and prayerfully.

= Mark makes several references to ‘demons’ and ‘evil spirits’.
These are not evil gods. See note No. 29 on page 62.

' DAILY NOTES |

.

SUNDAY - Mark 1 - Jesus is the Son of God (verses 1,11).
His compassion is great. The many miracles which Mark
records underline these facts.

MONDAY - Mark 2 - Jesus can provide forgiveness (verse
10) but cannot help the ‘self-righteous’ - those who think they
have no need of salvation (verse 17).

TUESDAY - Mark 3 - ‘Hardness of heart’ (verse 5) is another
great obstacle to faith. The apostles were chosen (verses
13-19).

WEDNESDAY - Mark 6 - John the Baptist was not afraid to

speak out against wickedness and was faithful even to death.
THURSDAY - Mark 7 - Our own cherished ideas sometimes
have to be dropped (verse 7). We must make sure our beliefs
are Scriptural.

FRIDAY — Mark 8 - Jesus gave thanks for food (verse 6). Do
we show the same gratitude for daily blessings?

SATURDAY - Mark 9 - Mark has three references to Jesus’
knowledge of what lay ahead for him. (See Mark 8:31; 9:31;
10:33).



|
STEP WEEK 12

SUNDAY Exod‘u.s ;] THE BONDAGE OF

MONDAY Exodus2| ECYPT

TUESDAY Exodus 3| ™ The experiences of
WEDNESDAY Exodus 4 | Israel in Egypt under
THURSDAY Exodus 5| bondage to Pharaoh are
FRIDAY Exodus 6 | likened, in Scripture, to
SATURDAY Exodus 7| our bondage under sin
- and death.

= Egypt later becomes a symbol for ‘the world’ in its
ungodliness and its sin. We need to be saved from it and
thereafter have no desire to return.

= The word EXODUS - the name given to the second book
written by Moses - means ‘the coming out’.

= Being ‘called out of Egypt’ is a great blessing for God's
children. Follow this interesting chain of references: Exodus
4:22, Hosea 11:1, Matthew 2:15, Hebrews 2:15, Romans
8:21 and Revelation 7:14.

LDAII.Y NOTES

SUNDAY - Exodus 1 - Israel thrived in Egypt despite being
slaves. Evil men may try to eliminate God's people but they
will fail in the end.

MONDAY - Exodus 2 - Moses was to deliver God’s people
and to give them God’s law. A mother was paid to bring up
her own son! (verse 9). The faith of Moses’ parents was
rewarded (Hebrews 11:23).

TUESDAY - Exodus 3 - Moses in exile was called by God to
do His work. Verse 6 ‘The God of Abraham’ is a reminder of
God'’s promises to Abraham (e.g. Genesis 15).

WEDNESDAY - Exodus 4 - ‘Israel is my son, even my first-
born’. Here, (verses 22-23) Pharaoh was warned in advance
of the tenth plague (Exodus 12:29).

THURSDAY - Exodus 5 - Compare Pharaoh’s attitude (verse
2) with that of the Assyrians in later days (2 Kings 18:35).
FRIDAY - Exodus 6 - The seven promises to Abraham

(Genesis 12:1-3) are matched by seven promises to Israel
(verses 6-8).

SATURDAY - Exodus 7 - Pharaoh asked for a miracle (verse
9), but he did not repent. God gives us evidence. Do we
heed it?



WEEK 13 STEP

MIRACLES ) SUNDAY Mark 10
= Mark’s record contains MONDAY Mark 11
many references to | TUESDAY Mark 12
miracles performed by | WEDNESDAY Mark 13 |
Jesus. | THURSDAY Mark 14
= Some people try to FRIDAY Mark 15
dismiss miracles as | SATURDAY Mark 16 |

impossible or
unnecessary. A little thought however shows just how
important the miracles are.

= Miracles have been different for different ages in history:
{a) For Pharaoh - the ten plagues

{b) In New Testament times - miracles of healing

{c) In later days - the preservation of the Bible

(d) TODAY - the miracle of the survival of Israel

= Miracles are acts performed by God in the affairs of men in
order to bring them to faith or to warn them of judgment to
come. They were evidence that God was at work in the
prophets and in Jesus.

' DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Mark 10 - Jesus came to redeem men and
women by his superlative life (verses 43-45). ‘Son of David’
(verse 47) was the title of the Messiah. See God's promise in
2 Samuel 7:12-16; lsaiah 9:6-7.

MONDAY - Mark 11 - Jesus came to Jerusalem for the last
week of his life. The fig tree (verses 12-14) was a symbol for
the nation of Israel and the action of Jesus significant. See
also Mark 13:28-29.

TUESDAY - Mark 12 - 'The God of Abraham’ (verse 26) is
another echo from Exodus 3:6 which we read last week.

WEDNESDAY - Mark 13 - Verse 33. ‘Take heed watch and
pray’ is good advice for us, with Christ’s coming so near.
THURSDAY - Mark 14 - The breaking of bread looks
forward to the coming Kingdom (verse 25). Note Peter’s fear
(verses 66-71). Compare this with Acts 4:31. Only the fact of
the risen Christ could account for such a change!

FRIDAY - Mark 15 - If the manner of Jesus at his death
showed he was the Son of God (verse 39) how much more
would his resurrection prove it!

SATURDAY - Mark 16 - The greatest morning since Adam
left Eden! Jesus 1S Son of God, the Saviour and coming King.
Baptism should follow belief of this gospel (verses 15-16).
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STEP WEEK 14

SUNDAY Exodus 8

THE DELIVERANCE

MONDAY Exodus 9| FROM EGYPT

TUESDAY Exodus 10 | = The Exodus,
WEDNESDAY Exodus 11|  accompanied as it was by
lTHURSD!\\" Exodus 12 many great miracles,
FRIDAY Exodus 13 | demonstrated that God is
| SATURDAY Exodus 14 the only God.

= Each plague was a direct challenge to the so-called ‘gods’
of Egypt, which were powerless.

= The slaying of the firstborn (the plague of death), was
brought about by Egypt's refusal - nine times - to release the
Israelites and was God's final act of deliverance of His
people, His firstborn.

= The deliverance from Egypt and the slaying of the ‘passover’
lamb (so called because the angel of death could ‘pass over’
the houses where the blood was sprinkled) are remembered
in the yearly Passover Feast of the Law of Moses, by Jews.

= Jesus Christ is the Christian’s ‘Passover Lamb’ provided by
God. His blood delivers from sin and death as his true
followers regularly remember in bread and wine.

| DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Exodus 8 - To deny the miracles in Egypt would
be to believe in ten impossible coincidences! We would still
be left with the question: How did Israel get out of Egypt?
MONDAY - Exodus 9 - ‘My people’ (verse 1). The Hebrews
(children of Israel) are God’s witnesses (Isaiah 43:12,21).

TUESDAY - Exodus 10 - We should teach our children and
grandchildren about God and His ways (verse 2).
WEDNESDAY - Exodus 11 - Eleven times in seven chapters
God says ‘that ye may know’. He gave ample evidence of
His existence to the Egyptians, yet they refused it.
THURSDAY - Exodus 12 - The Passover Lamb pointed
forward to Jesus, ‘the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin
of the world’ (John 1:29).

FRIDAY - Exodus 13 - God chose to lead Israel towards the
Red Sea (not the normal caravan route to Philistia) (verses
17-18).

SATURDAY - Exodus 14 - The miraculous crossing through
the Red Sea (verse 22) was like a baptism for Israel. See
1 Corinthians 10:1-2. It spelt death for the Egyptians.
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|
WEEK 15 STEP

LUKE’S DIVINELY T —
INSPIRED RECORD OF | SUNDAY Luke

1

| MONDAY Luke 2

THE LIFE OF IE_SUS | TUESDAY Luke 4
» Luke, the physician, | WEDNESDAY Luke 5
was a Gentile helper of | THURSDAY Luke 7
the Apostle Paul; he also | FRIDAY Luke 9
wrote the Book of Acts. ISATURDAY Luke 10

See Acts 1:1.
= He set out ‘in order’ (verse 3) the events of Christ’s life
against the historical background of the Roman times. See for
example: 1:5; 2:1; 3:1; 13:1; 21:24.

= The record shows Jesus as the Great Physician, and as Son
of man and Saviour, first of Israel but also of the Gentiles.
See Luke 2:32.

= In chapter 3 Luke gives us the genealogy of Jesus via Mary,
daughter of Heli (verse 23), though Joseph her husband is
named after the custom of the times. The line is traced back
through Nathan, a son of David, back to Adam who was
made by God (verse 38). Thus Jesus is shown as being linked
with all men, for we are all decendants of Adam.

DAILY NOTES |
SUNDAY - Luke 1- The Son of God (verses 32-35) will sit
on David’s throne in Jerusalem, for ever (verse 33). He is a
virgin’s son (verse 27) and God is his Father by the Holy
Spirit (verses 31,35).

MONDAY - Luke 2 - Jesus, born in David’s town will bring
joy (verse 10) and peace (verse 14) to the world when he is
King.

TUESDAY - Luke 4 - Jesus endures temptation and then
commences his great work of preaching and redemption as
foretold in Isaiah 61:2.

WEDNESDAY - Luke 5 - Jesus still says: “’Follow me"”
(verses 11, 27). Dare we? It needs a new outlook (verse 38).
Peter knew that (verse 8).

THURSDAY - Luke 7 - Jesus was always moved (verse 9)

when anyone showed FAITH. He still looks for FAITH from
us. Jesus knows the hearts of all (verses 39-40, 47).

FRIDAY - Luke 9 - Jesus was indeed the greatest of the
prophets, but he was also the Messiah, Son of God (verses
19-20).

SATURDAY - Luke 10 - Knowledge about who Jesus is may
be hidden to those who are proud (verse 21). The Good
Samaritan is a challenge to everyone.
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|
STEP WEEK 16

THE WILDERNESS

SUNDAY Exodus 16

'MONDAY Exodus 17| JOURNEY

TUESDAY Exodus 19| ™ Israel’s journey through
WEDNESDAY Exodus 20| the Sinai wilderness
THURSDAY Exodus 24 | contains lessons for us.
FRIDAY Exodus 25| We are called on to make
fSATURDAY Exodus 32 | the journey from

‘bondage’ to the land of
Promise (the Kingdom of
God).

Kadesh

SINAI
PENINSULA

50 miles

Route of the Exodus

| DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - Exodus 16 - Israel soon forgot God’s goodness
and began to murmur. The ‘Manna’ (verses 14-18) had to be
collected and eaten daily - like our daily ration from the
Scriptures.

MONDAY - Exodus 17 - The smitten rock (verse 6) pointed
to Christ who would be a fountain of life. (1 Corinthians
10:4)

TUESDAY - Exodus 19 - Israel were special to God (verses
5-6) as those in Christ also are (1 Peter 2:9)

WEDNESDAY - Exodus 20 - The Ten Commandments were
guides to Israel’s happiness. See Mark 12:28-34 and Luke
10:25-28.

THURSDAY - Exodus 24 - Israel said they would be
obedient (verse 7) but failed. We ALL need a Saviour!

FRIDAY - Exodus 25 - The Tabemacle, at the centre of the
Camp, pointed forward to Christ who should be at the centre
of our lives.

SATURDAY - Exodus 32 - It is important to worship God in
His way, not our own (verse 5). Man makes his own gods but
they are always degrading.
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|
WEEK 17 STEP

PRAYER AND WORSHIP [( Luke 11

= The Lord’s Prayer (Luke | MONDAY Luke 12
11) contains the vital TUESDAY Luke 13
elements of all prayer WEDNESDAY Luke 14
-humility, praise, THURSDAY Luke 15
recognition of God’s will, | FRIDAY Luke 16
His coming Kingdom, His | SATURDAY Luke 17

daily provision and our
own need of forgiveness and strength.

= God is Holy (Luke 11:2). If we are to come to Him, our
sins must be covered in the way that He provides through
Jesus.

= Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. There is no other
way, no other truth and no eternal life without him.

= Christ is the only real mediator between God and men
(1 Timothy 2:5). It is through him that prayer and worship
must finally be offered.

 DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Luke 11 - Our daily bread, both physical and
spiritual comes from God and we must thank Him for both.
MONDAY - Luke 12 - Verse 31. If we seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness He will make
provision for all we really need.

TUESDAY - Luke 13 - Jesus longed for the Jews to repent
that he might save them (verse 34). One day soon they will
(verse 35 and Zechariah 12:10).

WEDNESDAY - Luke 14 - Nothing must come before God
in our lives, preventing us from accepting His invitation
(verses 15-20). Humility is the way of Christ (verse 11).
THURSDAY - Luke 15 - Men and women are ‘dead’
(Ephesians 2:1) until they return to God (verse 24), but like
the father of the parable, He gladly blesses those who repent.
FRIDAY - Luke 16 - ‘Moses and the prophets’ and the
resurrection of Jesus provide joint evidence sufficient for all
(verse 31).

SATURDAY - Luke 17 - The Pharisees professed to be
waiting for Christ but did not recognise him when he came.

He was ‘within’ (among) them and they would not accept his
teaching (verse 21).
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|
STEP WEEK 18

.. | THE TABERNACLE

| SUNDAY vitic

ML:)NDAY 'i:v.::::: 13] = The Tabernacle (the
TUESDAY Leviticus 16 word means a tent) was

| WEDNESDAY Leviticus 17| to be the central point of
THURSDAY Leviticus 23 worship for Israel in the

| FRIDAY Leviticus 25 | wilderness.

| SATURDAY Leviticus 26] = Into the Most Holy

Place (see plan), only the
High Priest was allowed to enter, once a year, on the Day of
Atonement, to seek forgiveness for the whole nation of Israel.
= Jesus Christ fulfilled all the things that the law and
tabernacle stood for.

LEVITICUS
= Leviticus is the book about priests (from the tribe of Levi)
offerings and the importance of true worship.

Most Holy Holy Place  Outer Court 1= A"‘F of Covenant
Place 2—Veil
3 -Incense Altar
4 - Candlestick
5 - Table of Shewbread
6 - Laver
7 — Altar of Burnt Offerings

Plan of the Tabernacle

' DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Leviticus 8 - Careful preparation of our heart is
necessary if WE are to serve God. (verse 5).

MONDAY - Leviticus 10 - Again it is important to serve
God in HIS way (verse 3).

TUESDAY - Leviticus 16 - The Day of Atonement was
observed every year; but Christ obtained eternal redemption
(Hebrews 9:12; 10:19-22).

WEDNESDAY - Leviticus 17 - The life is in the blood (verse
11). The ‘blood’ of Christ meant the giving of his life
(Hebrews 13:20).

THURSDAY - Leviticus 23 - This chapter describes the
Jewish spiritual calendar for each year. By this means the
nation was united.

FRIDAY - Leviticus 25 - The land of Israel is God’s land,
though today He is still not recognised as its owner (verse
23).

SATURDAY - Leviticus 26 - Verse 33. This prophecy came
true in every detail. Israel are God’s witnesses testifying to
His existence whether in blessing or in cursing.
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WEEK 19 . STEP

THE WAY OF THE CROSS SUNDAY Luke 18
= Jesus knew that the MONDAY Luke 19
cross lay ahead of him, | TUESDAY Luke 20
yet he ‘set his face to g0 | WEDNESDAY Luke 21
to Jerusalem’. Follow this  THURSDAY Luke 22 |
trail of references. Luke | FRIDAY Luke 23 |
9:51-53; 17:11; 19:28, |SATURDA\" I.ul(e 24|

37, 41, 45. He was finally ' =
crucified outside the city (Hebrews 13:12-14).

THE TEMPLE AND CITY

= The Temple of Herod was to be destroyed (Luke 21:6) and
the city trodden down of the Gentiles (Luke 21:24).

= ‘The stone (Jesus)
rejected of the builders’ N
(20:17) is the foundation l
of God's real House, the
people in whom He will
dwell (Ephesians 2:19-22).

Castle

o Bethesda
Calvary?

Herod's
Palace

Council
Chamber

DAII.Y NOTES

SUNDAY - Luke 18 - Humility and recognition of our own
unworthiness is essential when we come to God (verse 14).

MONDAY — Luke 19 - the establishment of the Kingdom is
future - to be seen when the nobleman who represents Jesus
(verses 11-12) returns.

TUESDAY — Luke 20 - Jesus quotes Psalm 110 as a reference
to himself as God’s Son and David’s ‘Lord’ (verses 41-44).

WEDNESDAY — Luke 21 - The release of Jerusalem (verse
24) from nonJewish domination will be accompanied by
world wide disasters (verses 25-26) and heralds Christ’s return
(verse 27).

THURSDAY - Luke 22 - Jesus looked forward to sharing
bread and wine with his disciples in his Kingdom (verses
16-18).

FRIDAY - Luke 23 - The thief (verse 43) believed in the
coming Kingdom (verse 42) when the earth will be a
‘paradise’ (garden).

SATURDAY - Luke 24 - Understanding the Old Testament
involves seeing Christ through its teaching (verses 25-27,
44-45). The risen Christ still used the Old Testament; essential
to true Christianity.
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|
STEP WEEK 20

SUNDAY bt 14 THE BOOK OF NUMBERS
MONDAY Numbers 17 L] NUI’T‘IbEfS, the .fOLIfth
TUESDAY Numbers 20| book of Moses, is so

| WEDNESDAY Numbers 21| called because it contains
THURSDAY Numbers 22 | two ‘numberings’
FRIDAY Numbers 23 | (censuses) of Israel in the
SATURDAY Numbers 24 | wilderness (Numbers

chapter 1 & chapter 26).

= Nearly all the generation that left Egypt at the time of the
Exodus died in the wilderness because of lack of FAITH. A
new generation was given the opportunity to show more
faith.

= Numbers continues the account of how the 12 tribes
became a nation ready to occupy the land of Canaan.

CHRIST AND THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY

= [srael’s experiences provide many ‘types’ or ‘shadows’

pointing forward to Christ.

= In NUMBERS we meet several examples, including:

(a) Caleb - man of faith of the tribe of Judah (14:24).

(b) Joshua - his hebrew name is the same as the greek name
Jesus and he too became leader of God’s people (14:30).

(c) Aaron - the High Priest. Jesus is the greater High Priest
(Hebrews 7:11,22).

(d) Aaron’s rod that budded (17:8). See note below.

(e) The smitten rock (Exodus 17:6 compared with Numbers
20:11, 1 Corinthians 10:4).

(fi The brazen serpent - like Christ crucified (Numbers 21:8-9;
John 3:14).

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Numbers 14 - Verse 21. In spite of man, God
will fulfil His promise to fill the earth with His glory.
Compare Habakkuk 2:14.

MONDAY - Numbers 17 - Verse 8. The almonds coming
from a dead rod point forward to Christ and the resurrection.

TUESDAY - Numbers 20 - Moses was commanded to speak
to the rock (verse 8) but he smote it (verse 11) and displeased
God

WEDNESDAY — Numbers 21 - Neither the tabernacle nor
the sacrifices of the Law could help Israel on this occasion,
but faith in what God prescribed, pointing again to Christ.
THURSDAY — Numbers 22 - God’s angel was an adversary
(the Hebrew word is ‘Satan’) to prevent Balaam cursing Israel
(verse 22).

FRIDAY - Numbers 23 - God will keep His promises about
Israel, made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (verse 19 and
Romans 11:29).

SATURDAY - Numbers 24 - Verses 17-19. This is a

prophecy about Jesus who will appear, and save Israel in a
time of trouble in ‘the latter days’ (verse 14).
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WEEK 21 STEP

OHN'’S DIVINELY -

=NSPIRED RECORD soNDA }gh"“ 4
OF THE LIFE OF JESUS | T/ic ]ob: %

= John, ‘the disciple that WEDNESDAY John 10

Jesus loved’ presents a THURSDAY John 11

deep, profound account FRIDAY John 15

of the work of Jesus. He |5ATURDAY John 17

states his purpose in
chapter 20, verses 30-31.
» He shows Jesus as the only begotten Son of God who is
His representative and who was in God’s mind and purpose
even before Creation. In that sense Jesus was ‘in the
beginning’ though he did not exist until God’s word (plan or
purpose) was ‘made flesh’ at the birth of Christ. (See how
Peter describes this in 1 Peter 1:19-20).

= This gospel must be read carefully, consistently and
prayerfully to get a true and balanced view of Jesus. Many
people who read only John's Gospel have a wrong idea
about him. Remember God gave us four gospels.

s See pages 60-63 for a summary of Bible teachings.

' DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - John 1 - Jesus came to show us what God is
like. God Himself did not appear (verse 18). Even so, Jesus
would be rejected.

MONDAY - John 3 - To believe in God's Son is vital (verses
15-18, 34-36). Baptism too is essential (verse 5).

TUESDAY - John 4 - Note the woman’s growing
understanding of who Jesus was (verses 9, 15, 19, 25, 29).

WEDNESDAY - John 10 - Jesus Christ will give eternal life
to his sheep (those who believe and follow him) (verse 28).

THURSDAY - John 11 - Resurrection means a bodily raising
from the dead. Jesus taught his disciples to believe in
resurrection at the last day (verse 24 and John 5:29).

FRIDAY - John 15 - Are we Christ’s friends? (verse 13). He
lays down the conditions of friendship (verses 10 and 14).
SATURDAY - John 17 - This is the great prayer of Jesus for
his followers of that time, and those who would come te
believe through them (verse 20).

27



STEP I8} WEEK 22

ISUN.DJ\_Y. Deuteronom | THE BOOK OF

y 1
MONDAY Deuterosomy 2 | DEUTERONOMY
TUESDAY Deuteronomy 3! ® The name means ‘a
WEDNESDAY  Deuteronomy 6 repetition of the law’. See
| THURSDAY Deuteronomy 8| Deuteronomy 17:18.

| FRIDAY Deuteronomy 18w Moses shortly before his
[“TURD“ Deuteronomy 23! death re-told the history
T — of the wilderness journey
and all that God had done for His people. He was addressing
a new generation, but God knew that Israel as a nation
would not be obedient.

= He dealt with the unchanging principles of how faith is
achieved and maintained. Jesus Christ taught and lived these
same principles.

= But Israel did not understand, nor were they obedient.
Moses’ prophecy, given by God, in Deuteronomy 28 is a
vivid forecast of the sufferings of the Jews, especially since
AD 70.

DAILY NOTES ]

SUNDAY - Deuteronomy 1 - Only two of all the men who
were numbered when they left Egypt would enter the
Promised Land, Caleb (verse 36) and Joshua (verse 38).

MONDAY - Deuteronomy 2 - The bulk of the generation
that left Egypt died in the wilderness. See Hebrews 3:17-19.

TUESDAY - Deuteronomy 3 - Joshua would lead the
Israelites into Canaan (verse 21). Jesus is the leader for all
who will be obedient to him, leading them to God's
Kingdom.

WEDNESDAY - Deuteronomy 6 - God’s word should be in
OUR heart (verse 6). We should teach it to our children and
talk about it always (verse 7).

THURSDAY - Deuteronomy 8 - We cannot really LIVE
except by the word of God (verse 3). Jesus knew this
(Matthew 4:4).

FRIDAY - Deuteronomy 18 - Jesus is THE PROPHET like
Moses (verses 15,18) to whom WE should hearken. Compare
with Acts 3:22-26.

SATURDAY - Deuteronomy 28 - The words of God's

prophet Moses came true in the coming of Christ (see John
5:46-47) and in the overthrow of Israel in AD 70.

28



L
WEEK 23 STEP

THE BOOK OF ACTS SUNDAY Acts

= The book of Acts was MONDAY Acts ;
written by Luke (Acts 1:1) | TUESDAY Acts 3
and was a continuation of | WEDNESDAY Acts 4|
his gospel record. !THURSDAY Acts 5
= |t could rightly be FRIDAY Acts 6
called ‘The Acts of Jesus | SATURDAY o 2|

and his apostles’. See

verse 1 - ‘all that Jesus BEGAN both to do and to teach’.

= Christ victorious over death was now at work establishing

through the apostles companies of believers in Israel, in

Samaria and everywhere (Acts 1:8).

= The same themes continue, based on the promises

contained in the Old Testament:

(a) The coming Kingdom on earth.

{b) The work of Jesus as Saviour and King.

{c) The resurrection of Jesus was the assurance of resurrection
for his followers and of the Kingdom of God.

(d) The need for men to repent, believe the gospel and be
baptised.

' DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY — Acts 1 - Notice the clear promise, early in the
book, that Jesus will come back in person to earth (verse 11).

MONDAY - Acts 2 - Peter who denied Jesus three times
now witnesses fearlessly in Jerusalem. Repentance (turning,
thinking again), belief and baptism are essential (verses 38,
41).

TUESDAY - Acts 3 - Jesus will return to restore God's
Kingdom as stated by all God's holy prophets including Jesus
himself (verses 20-21).

WEDNESDAY — Acts 4 - What a claim! (verse 12). Only
Christ and his teaching can offer salvation. No other ‘religion’
can.

THURSDAY - Acts 5 - Notice the continuing witness to the
resurrection of Jesus (verse 30) and the proclamation of him
as both Saviour and King (verse 31).

FRIDAY - Acts 6 - The evidence of the resurrection was
overwhelming. Even many of the Jewish priests believed
(verse 7).

SATURDAY - Acts 7 - The first death of a believer
witnessing for Christ. Stephen showed how lIsrael as a nation
had always rejected God and had now rejected His Son
(verse 52). Saul of Tarsus was party to the execution

(Acts 8:1).
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|
STEP WEEK 24

THE CONQUEST OF

SUNDAY Joshua 1

MONDAY Joshua 2 CANAAN

TUESDAY Joshua 3| = At the time of Joshua
WEDNESDAY Joshua 4| the Land of Promise
THURSDAY Joshua 6| (Canaan) was inhabited,
FRIDAY Joshua 20 | by the Amorites and
SATURDAY Joshua 24| Canaanites who were

- idolatrous and filthy in
their way of life. God had waited a long time before bringing
punishment upon them (Genesis 15:16).
= Because God was with them lIsrael was able to overcome
the people of the land. They were to destroy them before
inhabiting their territory, so that they should not fall into the
same sins. The conquest of the land, under Joshua, was
miraculous.
= But later, faithlessness and compromise by Israel resulted in
many of God's enemies remaining in the Land, only to cause
trouble later.

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Joshua 1 - Joshua (like Jesus) made daily
meditation in God's word an essential part of his life
(verse 8).

MONDAY - Joshua 2 - Verses 8-11. Rahab’s acceptance of
God'’s people was evidence of her FAITH. See Hebrews
11:31. Notice the reputation of Israel, some of it 40 years old
(verse 10).

TUESDAY - Joshua 3 - The Ark of the Covenant (verse 11)
went first. God led the way to the Kingdom for Israel - as
Jesus Hoes for us.

WEDNESDAY - Joshua 4 - Israel crossed the river Jordan, to
enter the Promised Land; the promises to Abraham began to
blossom. Years later they were made sure in Jesus Christ.

THURSDAY - Joshua 6 - The walls of Jericho came tumbling
down and its ruins are known today. Rahab’s faith was not
forgotten and the promise to save her was kept.

FRIDAY - Joshua 20 - Christ is OUR ‘city of refuge’ into
which we must enter, by belief and baptism, to escape from
sin and death.

SATURDAY - Joshua 24 - God's readiness to deliver us, as
He did Israel (verses 1-13) should bring a response from us
(verses 14, 24).
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WEEK 25 STEP

THE SPREAD OF THE v Acts s:

SUNDAY
GOSPEL MONDAY Acts 9|
= The public work of TUESDAY Acts 10 |
Jesus began from his WEDNESDAY Acts 11
baptism in the river THURSDAY Acts 12
Jordan, the river over FRIDAY Acts 13
which Joshua and lIsrael SATURDAY Acts 14

had passed. Jesus
travelled throughout his own country before his death,
preaching about God's Kingdom (Luke 8:1).

= After ascending to heaven, Jesus continued to work through
his apostles in spreading the Gospel outwards from Jerusalem.

= The Gospel was first preached to the Jews, then Samaritans,
then Proselytes (converts to Judaism - like the Ethiopian in
Acts 8:27). Then the Gentiles (non-Jews) were called

(Acts 10).

{ sigen

.
Damascus

.
SAMARIA ! 40 males

Joppa

S JERUSALEM
: . *
e Azotus
= /ni:a =

Map of Israel
at the time of
the Apostles

SUNDAY - Acts 8 - Notice the continued importance of
belief in the things concerning the Kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, followed by baptism (verses 12,37-38).

MONDAY - Acts 9 - Paul too believed and was baptised
(verse 18). See Acts 22:16. His sins were forgiven at baptism.
TUESDAY - Acts 10 - Even a-good living man like Cornelius
(verse 2) had to learn what he must do (verse 6). He believed
(verses 42-43) and was baptised (verse 48).

WEDNESDAY - Acts 11 - Gentiles as well as Jews can
inherit the promises of life (verse 18). Notice the first
occurrence of the word ‘Christian’ (verse 26).

THURSDAY - Acts 12 - Although the disciples had prayed
for Peter’s release from prison (verse 5), they were taken by
surprise when the answer came (verses 12-15).

FRIDAY - Acts 13 - Christ’s resurrection from the dead
(verses 30-37) had been foretold in Psalm 16:10. He will fulfil
other Old Testament prophecies such as 2 Samuel 7:13. We
can be linked with this - see Isaiah 55:3.

SATURDAY - Acts 14 - We can take courage, the door of
faith is still open (verse 27).
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|
STEP WEEK 26

THE BOOK OF JUDGES

i:jgND;:\r :::g:: ;| = The Judges ruled for

| TUESDAY Judges 14| over 400 years, from the
WEDNESDAY Ruth 1 death of Joshua until
THURSDAY Ruth 2 Samuel, during which

| FRIDAY Ruth 3| Israel often left the right
| SATURDAY Ruth 4, way of serving God and

————— turned to idolatry. Then
God delivered them into the hands of their enemies, though
He raised up ‘judges’ or leaders from time to time to save
them. See Judges 2:16-19.

» Judges like Deborah and Barak, Gideon and Samson were
people of great faith. They were named or included in the list
of those who had outstanding faith (Hebrews 11).

THE STORY OF RUTH

= During the period of the Judges the beautiful story of Ruth
the Moabitess took place.

= She married into Israel by becoming the wife of Boaz at
Bethlehem of the tribe of Judah. Their son continued the
family which ultimately led to the Saviour.

Boaz = Ruth
Obed
}e;se
Dajvid
Christ
See Ruth 4:18-22.

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Judges 4 - The decisive victory of Deborah and
Barak (verses 14-15) delivered Israel from oppression and is
used later on as a picture of Christ’s victory over sin. See
Judges 5:12, Psalm 68:18, Ephesians 4:8.

MONDAY - Judges 7 - God did not need a big army - just
faithful men ready for battle (verses 1-8).

TUESDAY - Judges 14 - Verses 5-6. Samson’s strength came
from God. See David’s fight (1 Samuel 17:34-36) and Paul’s
deliverance (2 Timothy 4:17).

WEDNESDAY - Ruth 1 - Ruth was a stranger from Moab.
But she chose the God of Israel (verse 16) and God blessed
her (Ruth 4:13).

THURSDAY - Ruth 2 - Verse 11. Ruth left her own people
(like Abram did) and took refuge under the wings of the God
of Israel (verse 12).

FRIDAY - Ruth 3 - Boaz, who in some ways pointed
forward to Christ, proved himself honourable and acted as a
true kinsman - redeemer (verse 13).

SATURDAY - Ruth 4 - So Ruth was purchased (verse 10) as
Jesus purchased his Church to be his Bride.
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INTRODUCTION E STEP

Step Six takes you through the rest of the year . . . 26 weeks.
= God willing (and we should always think in those terms -
see James 4:15) you will be able to build on the foundations

already laid and to see how all parts of God’s word fit into a
pattern.

KEEP IT UP!

= Reading the Bible is not something which comes easily.
God says:

“My thoughts are not your thoughts . . . for as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts (Isaiah
55:8-9).
= However, if we allow the word of God to influence our
minds, it will give us an increasing desire for God’s ways.
"0, taste and see that the Lord is good!”’

THE WORD OF GOD IS POWERFUL

= |t has been designed by God to instruct us in right
principles, to remove wrong ideas, to furnish the mind with
all that is good and to make us wise unto salvation

(2 Timothy 3:15-16).

= The process is steady but sure. It is vital for our present
happiness and our future well-being. Eternal life depends on
our acceptance of God’s Way of salvation as outlined in His
word (Acts 20:32).

= Remember to read every day, carefully, consistently and
prayerfully.

SEND SOON FOR STEP SEVEN
= See details on page 64.

= Please send any questions or comments to the address on
page 64.
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Map of places visited by Paul (Acts 13-21)
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|
STEP ﬂ WEEK 27

[sUNDAY acts 15| THE lOUR.NEYS OF PAUL
MONDAY Acts 16| ™ We continue the
TUESDAY Acts 17| exciting story of the Acts
WEDNESDAY Acts 18| of Jesus and his Apostles.
THURSDAY Acts 19| = The Apostle Paul made
FCaY Acts 20 | extensive missionary
SATURDAY Acts 21| journeys often at great

danger to himself. Christ
appointed him particularly to preach to the Gentiles, but,
even so, he usually paid his respects to the Jewish synagogue
first of all.

= The Roman world, with its improved roads and largely
common language, was the background against which the
Gospel spread rapidly. This was no accident. God chose to
use the good communications of the Roman empire to spread
His word.

| DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Acts 15 - Verses 14-17. The events of this
chapter were crucial to the success of the Gospel. The call of
the Gentiles was foretold in the Old Testament (for example,
Amos 9:11-12).

MONDAY - Acts 16 - Belief (verse 31) and Baptism (verse
33) are again seen to be essential for all who want to be
saved (verse 30).

TUESDAY - Acts 17 - The resurrection of Jesus is God's
guarantee that He will send him to judge the world (verse
31).

WEDNESDAY - Acts 18 - The Jews had waited for MESSIAH
= CHRIST = God’s anointed prophet, priest and king. Jesus
is the Christ (verse 28).

THURSDAY - Acts 19 - It is all too easy to go with the
crowd in an unthinking manner. See verse 32. But Christ is
greater than Diana, or any thing else which men worship.

FRIDAY - Acts 20 - Notice the affection among the disciples
(verses 1, 31,36-38).

SATURDAY - Acts 21 - The company (fellowship) of other
believers is one of the great blessings of life in Christ (verses
4,5, 7, 8,16, 17). It involves caring for one another and
sharing one another’s joys and problems.
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WEEK 28 n STEP

:?Iﬁ?él' WANTANOTHER [¢/,\pay 1 Samuel 1
MONDAY 1 Samuel 2
= The Book of Samuel TUESDAY 1 Samuel 3
continues the history of WEDNESDAY 1 Samuel 8
Israel to the start of the THURSDAY 1 Samuel 9
kingdom. Samuel was the | FRIDAY 1 Samuel 10
last of the ‘judges’ and SATURDAY 1 Samuel 15 }

Israel demanded that he —
should make way for a king, like the nations around them.

= But Israel had forgotten that God was their King. In
rejecting Samuel they rejected God. Saul was given to them
as king but he did not obey God (1 Samuel 15) and God
eventually had to reject him.

» The story opens with the birth and ministry of Samuel. The
Philistines were the main enemy of Israel at this time. The
Ark of the Covenant was captured by them (1 Samuel 4)
though it brought them trouble (1 Samuel 5).

= They were defeated when Israel returned to the worship of
God (1 Samuel 7) under Samuel.

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - 1 Samuel 1 - The ‘temple’ (verse 9) was the
Tabernacle (tent) set-up in Shiloh. Israel had become
decadent, and their priests were self-centred and greedy.

MONDAY - 1 Samuel 2 - Compare verses 1-10 with the
words of Mary in Luke 1:46-65. Hannah'’s prayer of faith had
been answered and she rejoiced. Samuel was given back to
God as promised, to serve Him in the Temple.

TUESDAY - 1 Samuel 3 - Verse 4. Samuel was called by
God, and the old man Eli told him how to answer. We
should also listen as God speaks through His work.

WEDNESDAY - 1 Samuel 8 - God was the Judge and King
of Israel whom they had rejected (verse 7). Israel was the
kingdom of God at that time but did not appreciate it.

THURSDAY - 1 Samuel 9 - Saul was a tall man (verse 2) but
not big enough spiritually for the Kingdom of God, as chapter
15 will show.

FRIDAY - 1 Samuel 10 - Note how God helped Saul at first
(verses 6, 9, 26). God wanted Saul to trust Him and ensure
success in his kingship.

SATURDAY - 1 Samuel 15 - Saul failed to put God first and
did not fully obey His instructions. Although sacrifice was
commanded, it was only a means to an end - obedience.
Obedience which was far more important (verses 22-23).
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STEP WEEK 29

Ere Thwm| THEWAY OF THE

| MONDAY Acts 23

TUESDAY Acts 24 | = The Apostle Paul’s
WEDNESDAY Acts 25 experiences in going
THURSDAY Acts 26 | to Jerusalem and

| FRIDAY Acts 27 | hocsible death, and his

‘ SATURDAY Acts 28

various trials before both
Jews and Romans were
like those of his beloved Master Jesus. (See page 25).

= Later, however, he was to go, by sea, as a prisoner to
Rome, there to face trial before Nero, the Roman Emperor.
His journey resulted in the Gospel being spread even more
widely. Several letters which form part of the New Testament
were written by him from Rome.

MACEDONIA

Paul’s journey to Rome

i DAILY NOTES ]'
SUNDAY - Acts 22 - Christianity was called the Way
(verse 4). See Acts 9:2; 19:9,23; etc, Jesus is the Way of
approach to God (John 14:6).

MONDAY - Acts 23 - God even used the Roman army to
protect Paul and help to spread the Gospel (verses 23-24).

TUESDAY - Acts 24 - The Way involved belief in the Old
Testament promises (verse 14) and in resurrection (verse 15).

WEDNESDAY - Acts 25 - Paul’s experiences were similar to
those of Jesus’ own trials in Jerusalem (verses 2,6).

THURSDAY — Acts 26 - Verse 18 contains a summary of the
Gospel. Paul’s powerful preaching had a dramatic effect on
King Agrippa (verse 28).

FRIDAY - Acts 27 - “'Be of good cheer” (verse 22) is more
than just the optimistic ‘Cheer up’. It is a reminder that we

have every reason to be full of hope and courage when we
believe in God.

SATURDAY - Acts 28 - Being lightly chained to a soldier
must have been hard for the much travelled preacher, but it
was God's way. From here many of the New Testament
letters were written.
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|
WEEK 30 STEP

GOD’s CHOICE OF

SUNDAY 1 Samuel 16
A KING MONDAY 1 Samuel 17
= God rejected Saul TUESDAY 2 Samuel 1
(1 Samuel 15:22-23) and WEDNESDAY 2 Samuel 2
sent Samuel to anoint THURSDAY 2 Samuel 5
DAVID, the son of Jesse FRIDAY 2 Samuel 7
and a descendant of Ruth, |[SATURDAY 2 Samuel 24|

to be king (1 Samuel 16).
= DAVID means ‘Beloved’. He was loved by God because his
heart was right (Acts 13:22).

= David had to wait to become King. Saul reigned 40 years
and was desperately jealous of David, even to the point of
seeking to murder him.

GOD'S COMING KING
® David was the finest
king lsrael ever had.

= God loved him as “a
man after his own heart”.
= God made promises to
him about Messiah.

= Jesus is the Son of
David (2 Samuel 7:12-16
& Matthew 1:1),

= Jesus will sit on David’s
throne in Jerusalem.

= Jesus is God's choice of
a PERFECT KING to rule
over His Kingdom. See

2 Samuel 23:3-4,

'DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - 1 Samuel 16 - God’s choice took into account
the heart. He knows all our thoughts and motives. His Son
Jesus has the same power - see John 2:24-25.

MONDAY - 1 Samuel 17 - David’s victory was in some
ways like Christ’s victory over Sin. Compare Genesis 3:15
with Hebrews 2:14-15,

TUESDAY - 2 Samuel 1 - David's lament for his friend
Jonathan, and for Saul who hated him, is among the most
noble expressions of real love in the Bible.

WEDNESDAY - 2 Samuel 2 - David was accepted first by
his own tribe of Judah and made king in Hebron.
THURSDAY - 2 Samuel 5 - David was later accepted by all
Israel, and reigned in Jerusalem.

FRIDAY - 2 Samuel 7 - This links directly with the promises
made to Abraham. David's greater Son, Jesus, will reign in
Jerusalem and build God’s House (verses 12-16).

SATURDAY - 2 Samuel 24 - Verse 16. The angel stopped at
Jerusalem, where Jesus was to be offered and where the
Temple was later built (2 Chronicles 3:1).

Map of Israel 1,000 BC
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|
STEP ﬂ WEEK 31

SUNDAY Romans 5 THE LETTERS OF PAUL
MONDAY Romans 6| ™ Many of the Books of
TUESDAY Romans 8| the New Testament are
WEDNESDAY Romans 9| letters written by the
THURSDAY Romans 10| Apostle Paul to

FRIDAY Romans 12 | individuals and groups of
SATURDAY Romans 13| believers in different parts

of the world.

= Some were written while Paul was making his missionary
journeys as described in the Book of Acts.

THE LETTER TO THE ROMANS

= This letter was written during Paul’s third journey. See Acts
19:21 and Romans 15:25-26.

= The ‘ecclesia’ at Rome consisted of both Jewish and Gentile
converts. Paul tells them that they all needed salvation as
children of Adam by whom sin and death came into the
world. He praises the mercy and grace of God in Christ by
whom salvation is available to all.

= We are all born ‘in Adam’ and all need salvation through
faith and baptism into Christ (Romans 6).

LDA!LY NOTES

SUNDAY - Romans 5 - As Adam’s descendants, we are all
sinners by nature (verse 12). Righteousness and eternal life
are offered only through Christ (verses 19, 21).

MONDAY - Romans 6 - The ‘old man’ (associated with
Adam) must be buried and the ‘new man’ (associated with
Christ) put on, in baptism (verse 4).

TUESDAY - Romans 8 - Verse 8. They that are ‘in the flesh’
(still “in Adam’) cannot please God. But if we follow Christ
we shall be saved by his sacrifice and love (verses 28, 38-39).

WEDNESDAY - Romans 9 - Righteousness cannot be
achieved through our own ‘works’, but by faith in Christ
(verses 30-32). It is a gift, not a right.

THURSDAY - Romans 10 - Faith in Christ comes by hearing
God'’s word (verses 13-17). We must believe that Jesus died
and rose again, and that he is Lord (verse 9).

FRIDAY - Romans 12 - God asks for LIVING service, not
dead sacrifices (verse 1).

SATURDAY - Romans 13 - World governments are installed
by God (verse 1, compare Daniel 4:17, 25, 32). Time is
precious. (verse 11). We need to ‘put on’ Christ (verse 14).

38



L
WEEK 32 n STEP

KINGS OF ISRAEL .
SUNDAY 1 Kin; 3
AND JUDAH MONDAY 1 King: 5
= Solomon was chosen by | TUESDAY 1 Kings 12
God to follow David as WEDNESDAY 1 Kings 17
king over God’s Kingdom. | THURSDAY 1 Kings 18
His wisdom and wealth FRIDAY 2 Kings 5
were proverbial. He built | SATURDAY 2 Chronicles 36

the first temple in Jerusalem.

= During his days there was a measure of peace, but there
were seeds of trouble whilst he was alive and on his death
the Kingdom was divided (1 Kings 12).

TWO KINGDOMS
Israel
(Ten Tribes)

Bad Kings
Jeroboam | - 975 BC
to
Hoshea
Ten tribes taken captive
into Assyria, 721 BC
Judah
(Two Tribes)

Bad (and a few good) Kings
Rehoboam, 975 BC
to

Zedekiah, 599 BC
Two tribes taken captive Map of Israel and Judah
into Babylon, 588 BC in the time of the Kings

| DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - 1 Kings 3 - Solomon asked for the right gift
(verse 9). See Proverbs 4:7, etc.

MONDAY - 1 Kings 5 - Gentiles and Jews together built the
Temple. So in Christ both Jews and Gentiles are accepted by
God.

TUESDAY - 1 Kings 12 - Solomon’s sin (1 Kings 11:1-3) and
Rehoboam’s lack of wisdom (verse 11) resulted in the
division of the Kingdom.

WEDNESDAY - 1 Kings 17 - Elijah was sent by God to try
to turn Israel back to Him. Miracles were performed by
Elijah, showing he was from God (verse 24).

THURSDAY - 1 Kings 18 - The worship of idols introduced
by Solomon and then by Jeroboam (1 Kings 12:28-30) was
temporarily halted by Elijah’s prayer (verse 36) and action
(verse 40).

FRIDAY - 2 Kings 5 - Though Israel was rebellious, Naaman,
a Syrian obeyed and was cleansed. See Luke 4:25-27.
SATURDAY - 2 Chronicles 36 - God sent messengers and
prophets (verse 15) to His people. But they were still
rebellious. As a punishment they were taken captive into
Babylon for 70 years (verses 17-21).
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|
STEP WEEK 33

T ] THE FIRST LETTER TO

|SUNDAY 1 Corinthians 1

 MONDAY 1 Corinthians 2| THE CORINTHIANS

| TUESDAY 1 Corinthians 3 ‘ = During the Apostle

| WEDNESDAY 1 Corinthians 10| Paul’s second missionary
THURSDAY 1 Corinthians 11| journey he visited
FRIDAY 1 Corinthians 13| CORINTH in Greece
SATURDAY 1 Corinthians 15 |

(Acts 18:1-11).

= Later, while he was at Ephesus during his third journey
(Acts 19), he wrote to the brethren and sisters at Corinth.
Disunity and strife had arisen there and some of the first
principles of behaviour and of belief were seriously
neglected.

= Paul emphasizes the unity of the Gospel, based as it is on
‘Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). The
gospel of a Messiah who was crucified was a stumbling block
{unthinkable) to the Jews. It was foolishness to the Greeks
{(Gentiles). It was the only way to bring salvation

(1 Corinthians 1:23).

= To be ‘in Christ’ and to remember him as the Head of the
church, without whom we have no hope is the theme of this
wonderful epistle. Christ is risen indeed and our faith lives
because of him.

| DAILY NOTES |

|

SUNDAY - 1 Corinthians 1 - Verses 26-31. Humble faith in
Christ is better than all worldly wisdom. (Jeremiah 9:23-24).

MONDAY - 1 Corinthians 2 - God has promised much for
those whose wisdom is based on the Bible (verses 9-10). By

this means we have the mind of Christ and begin to think in
the same way as he did (verse 16).

TUESDAY - 1 Corinthians 3 - Verses 18-20. Those whose
trust is in God will inherit all things; but beware the wisdom
and conduct of the ungodly (verse 17).

WEDNESDAY - 1 Corinthians 10 - Verses 1-12. Humility
demands that we recognise that we can fail as Israel did in
the wilderness. God is merciful even in temptation (verse 13).
He will help us to overcome if only we will ask for his help
in prayer.

THURSDAY - 1 Corinthians 11 - Verses 23-26. The regular
remembrance of CHRIST (in the Bread and Wine) was
ordained by him, ““until he come’ (verse 26). His disciples
are to do this to remember his sacrifice and the way they
were delivered from sin.

FRIDAY - 1 Corinthians 13 - This is one of the most loved
chapters in the Bible. The word “Charity” in some older
translations is translated ““love’” in modern versions. The
abiding quality of Divine Love, demonstrated in Christ, must
be seen in us also.

SATURDAY - 1 Corinthians 15 - The death and resurrection
of Christ were foretold in the Old Testament (verses 3-4 and
Luke 24:25-27, 44). Those in CHRIST will be raised from the
dead at his coming. See verses 22-23.
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L
WEEK 34 n STEP

THE BOOK OF PSALMS [ Psalm 1]

= At the centre of God's MONDAY Psalm 2
word are the Psalms or TUESDAY Psalm 6
Songs. WEDNESDAY Psalm 16
= They are concerned | THURSDAY Psalm 19
with Prayer and Worship | FRIDAY Psalm 22
(See page 23). Although SATURDAY Psalm 23 |

expressing the experience

of individuals in times past, they are timeless in much of their
message.

= Here you can find expressions of:

humility, praise, confession, outpourings of the heart and re-
statements of the Hope of lsrael and of the Promises of God.
= Here the Lord Jesus gained solace and strength, as he did
from all the Scriptures.

Some of the Psalms may have been written by Moses,
Solomon, Hezekiah or others but most were Psalms of David.
All were inspired by God as their contents prove.

= Many Psalms are ‘Messianic’, that is, they point forward to
the Messiah - to his sufferings and death, to his resurrection,
to his Divine Sonship and to the glories of his coming
Kingdom.

= Scores of quotations from the Psalms occur in the New
Testament.

= THERE ARE PSALMS FOR ALL SEASONS AND
CIRCUMSTANCES . . . whether you are in sorrow or in joy,
in fear or in exultation.

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Psalm 1 - Christ also had a delight in God's
word. He meditated in it day and night (verse 2).

MONDAY - Psalm 2 - Christ is God's Son (verse 7), the
appointed King who will rule in Zion (verse 6) over all the
earth (verse 8). (Quoted Acts 4:25; 13:33 and Hebrews 1:5;
5:5).

TUESDAY - Psalm 6 - Death is an enemy (verse 5).
Deliverance is only for those who believe in Christ (John
3:16).

WEDNESDAY - Psalm 16 - Deliverance from death was
promised for Christ himself (verses 8-11). (Quoted in Acts
2:30-32; 13:35).

THURSDAY - Psalm 19 - Only the word of God (verses
7-11) can show us up for what we really are (verse 12) and
make us what we really should be (verses 7-9).

FRIDAY - Psalm 22 - Jesus Christ came to save sinners
(verse 5). His sufferings are foretold in this chapter (for
example, verses 16, 18).

SATURDAY - Psalm 23 - Christ, like God, can be our
shepherd to save us from death (verse 4) and guide us to
eternal life (verse 6).
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|
STEP n WEEK 35

SUNDAY 2 Corinthians 11 THE GOSPEL

MONDAY Galatians 1| ® The Gospel means
TUESDAY Galatians 2| ‘good news’ or ‘glad
WEDNESDAY Galatians 3| tidings’.

THURSDAY Galatians 4| w |t is about the Kingdom
FRIDAY Galatians :I' of God and the Lord Jesus

| SATURDAY Galatians

Christ, and how men may
be saved.

= There is only one Gospel. It cannot be changed (Jude 1:3).

LETTER TO THE GALATIANS

= Certain Jews had already tried to take the Galatian believers
away from the One Gospel by insisting also that they kept
the ritual of the old law. So Paul writes to them.

= The Gospel is that Jesus is the Promised Seed (descendant)
of the woman (Genesis 3:15; Galatians 4:4) and of Abraham
(Genesis 12:3; Galatians 3:16) and that Jews or Gentiles can
by faith inherit a share in the PROMISES but only if they are
IN CHRIST (3:27).

& 100 miles
% - GALATIA

@ . Iconium

<, Antioch
% = °e ® Derbe

= . Lystra g

‘Churches’ in Galatia, (See Acts 13-18)

' DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - 2 Corinthians 11 - There is only one Gospel
(verses 3, 4) and it must not be altered. Note how Paul had
suffered for the defence of that Gospel.

MONDAY - Galatians 1 - There is only one Gospel (verses

6-9) and it must not be altered! It is the Gospel we too must
believe.

TUESDAY - Galatians 2 - The old law has been replaced by
the grace of Christ (verses 20-21).

WEDNESDAY - Galatians 3 - Notice that the Gospel was
preached to Abraham (verse 8). Faith in Christ and baptism
into him make us also heirs of the PROMISE (verse 29).

THURSDAY - Galatians 4 - We need to be sons of God
(verse 6) and children of the PROMISE (verse 28) if we are to
inherit the earth.

FRIDAY - Galatians 5 - Those who are Christ's must put to
death their own wrong desires (verse 24).

SATURDAY - Galatians 6 - There will be a judgment at the
return of Jesus (verse 7-8).
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WEEK 36 n STEP

SCRIPTURALTHEMESIN [_

SUNDAY Psalm 32
THE PSALMS MONDAY Psalm 37
= Like all the Books of TUESDAY Psalm 45
the Bible, the Psalms, WEDNESDAY Psalm 46
because they come from THURSDAY Psalm 48
Cod, contain the same FRIDAY Psalm 49
unity of teaching and SATURDAY Psalm 51
message. —— s

= Some of the Gospel themes to be found include:

CHRIST -
the suffering Messiah
the Son of God
the future King

THE KINGDOM OF GOD -
will really be established on earth with Israel at its centre
and Jerusalem as its headquarters.

DEATH OR LIFE -
the facts of sin, pain and death are underlined, the hope
of life, through God's mercy, is sure to those who seek
forgiveness and trust in Him.

| DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Psalm 32 - God will provide a covering for our
sin (verses 1-2), if we seek him in time (verse 6). See Genesis
3:21; Galatians 3:27; Matthew 22:11.

MONDAY - Psalm 37 - The meek (humble) believe God

and will be those who, with Christ, shall inherit the earth for
ever (verses 11, 18, 22, 29, 34, 37).

TUESDAY - Psalm 45 - This Psalm describes the King and
his bride. Jesus is the King, the bride represents the people of
the Kingdom.

WEDNESDAY — Psalm 46 - God will make war to cease

everywhere (verse 9) when He sets up His Kingdom. All will
honour Him (verse 10).

THURSDAY - Psalm 48 - Zion (Jerusalem) will be the capital
of the future Kingdom (verse 2), (Matthew 5:35), after a time
of world trouble (verses 6,8-9).

FRIDAY - Psalm 49 - Without the Gospel, man has no
hope. Death is the end of life. True believers will be raised
from the dead.

SATURDAY - Psalm 51 - David was the repentant sinner of
this Psalm, but it can give us hope too (verses 8-19).
Repentance takes place in the heart (verses 6, 10).
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|
STEP WEEK 37

PAUL’S LETTERS FROM

| i |

SUNDAY Ephesians 4 |

MONDAY Ephesians 5 | ROME )

TUESDAY Ephesians 6| ® After the journey to
WEDNESDAY Philippians 1 Rome, described in Acts
THURSDAY Philippians 2| 27-28, the Apostle Paul
FRIDAY Philippians 3| wrote further letters
SATURDAY Philippians 4| (epistles) to some of the

brethren and sisters he
had visited on earlier journeys. (See map on page 33).

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS

» This contains the wonderful theme of the Church as the
Body of Christ.

w |t calls believers to a united and exalted life in Him.

THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS

= This also speaks of the need for unity in Christ in our
spiritual warfare. The letter is full of joy.

= References to soldiers, weapons, etc, are interesting, since
Philippi was a Roman outpost or colony, just as the true
Church should show heavenly values on earth (Philippians
3:20).

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Ephesians 4 - Those who have the ONE FAITH
(verses 4-6) and the new outlook (verses 22-24), together
become the ‘Body of Christ’ (verses 13-16).

MONDAY - Ephesians 5 - Christ is the Head of the Body
(the true Church) (verse 23) and he is the heavenly
Bridegroom (verses 25-27). Note the principles of a good
marriage (verses 22-29).

TUESDAY - Ephesians 6 - Discipleship is possible for all
kinds of people (verses 1, 4, 5, 9). The sword of the Spirit is
the word of God (verse 17) to be used in being valiant for
truth.

WEDNESDAY - Philippians 1 - Be valiant for what is true,
like a good soldier of Jesus Christ (verses 27-28).
THURSDAY - Philcirﬁians 2 - Christ gave up all (verses 7-8).
So God later exalted him to be Lord of all (verses 9-11).
FRIDAY - Philippians 3 - It is worth us giving up all to be
associated with Christ (verses 7-14). He will return to earth
(verses 20-21) and we then may be exalted to share his rule.

SATURDAY - Philippians 4 - God can give us victory and
peace through Jesus Christ (verse 7). Pure thoughts make men
pure (verses 8-9).
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WEEK 38 n STEP

DEATH OR LIFE? [SONDAY  Psalm 67

= Death is real (Psalms MONDAY Psalm 72
88, 90). It came into the TUESDAY Psalm 88
world because of sin. WEDNESDAY Psalm 90
= Everlasting life in God's | THURSDAY Psalm 91
Kingdom is the Bible FRIDAY Psalm 95
hope. Therefore there SATURDAY Psalm 96

must be a resurrection
from the dead for those who are heirs of the Kingdom.

= Those who thus put their trust in God will be blessed
abundantly with everlasting joy and peace.

= The Psalms continue to proclaim this theme and to show us

that NOW is our opportunity to choose between death and
life.

| DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - Psalm 67 - This Psalm describes the future
Kingdom of God. Only God can bless with PEACE. See
Numbers 6:24-26.

MONDAY - Psalm 72 - The future Kingdom is again
described. The king will be Messiah who is Christ. Note what
devastating moral, social and political changes there will be.
Compare verse 19 with Numbers 14:21.

TUESDAY - Psalm 88 - Verses 10-12. There is no
consciousness in death. While we are still alive we have
chance to prepare for Jesus’ second coming.

WEDNESDAY - Psalm 90 - This Psalm was written by
Moses. It contrasts the eternity of God with the brevity of
man'’s life. Therefore we should use our time wisely (verse
12).

THURSDAY - Psalm 91 - God is the refuge and protection
of those who trust Him. Those who have faith will be saved.
Jesus applied this Psalm to himself (verses 11-12: Matthew
4:6).

FRIDAY - Psalm 95 - Here are more references to the need
for faith and action while we still live. There is a final day of
rest for the faithful (verse 11).

SATURDAY - Psalm 96 - God will judge the world with
righteousness when Jesus comes (verse 13 and Psalm 98:9).
See Acts 17:31 which echoes this Psalm.
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STEP n WEEK 39

THE RETURN OF

| SUNDAY 1 Thessalonians 1

| MONDAY 1 Thessalonians 2 JESUS CHRIST
|TUESDAY 1 Thessalonians 3| * The personal return of

| WEDNESDAY 1 Thessalonians 4 Jesus Christ to the earth
THURSDAY 1 Thessalonians 5 in power and glory is the
FRIDAY 2 Thessalonians 1| way in which God’s plan
[SATURDAY 2 Thessalonians 2| will be marvellously

completed.
= Unless he returns:
Then death is the end for all.
There will be no resurrection or future life.
There will be no salvation for the righteous.
Mankind will utterly ruin itself and the earth by sin and
selfishness.
God'’s people will not be blessed.
His Promises will remain unfulfilled.
His glory will never fill the earth.
His Plan will have failed!

THE EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS

= The believers in Thessalonica formerly worshipped idols.
The Apostle Paul wrote them two letters, under the
inspiration of God, to instruct and encourage them in their
new life. (See map on page 33).

= There are repeated references to the return of the Lord Jesus
as the great consolation for the faithful.

' DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - 1 Thessalonians 1 - See verse 10 for reference to
the return of Jesus from heaven.

MONDAY - 1 Thessalonians 2 - Verse 19 refers to the

return of Jesus to his followers. There are frequent references
to ‘brethren’ which is how believers regarded each other.

TUESDAY - 1 Thessalonians 3 - See verse 13 for reference
to the return of Jesus to judge his followers.

WEDNESDAY - 1 Thessalonians 4 - See verses 13-17 for
reference to the return of Jesus to give life, and to be with his
people.

THURSDAY - 1 Thessalonians 5 - See verse 23 for reference
to the return of Jesus to bring salvation to his people. His
return will be sudden and we must prepare for it now

(verses 3-5).

FRIDAY - 2 Thessalonians 1 - See verses 7-10 for reference
to the return of Jesus, when he will punish the wicked.

SATURDAY - 2 Thessalonians 2 - See verse 1 for reference
to the return of Jesus to his people, and verse 8 for the
destruction of the wicked.
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L
WEEK 40 ﬂ STEP

JERUSALEM, THE HOLY

SUNDAY Psalm 103 |
ary MONDAY Psalm 104
® Jerusalem was chosen TUESDAY psalm 110
by God to ‘place His WEDNESDAY Psalm 122
Name there’ THURSDAY Psalm 146
(Deuteronomy 12:5; FRIDAY Psalm 149
1 Kings 8:29; Psalm 87). | SATURDAY Psalm 150 |

= In the world wide

Kingdom of God, Jerusalem will be the focal point for
religious and civil law backed by the authority and power of
Jesus Christ (Isaiah 2:3-4).

= |t will be the capital city of the great King (Psalms 2, 122,
149), at the centre of the continents, just as Jesus said
(Matthew 5:35).

World map with Jerusalem at the hub of the continents

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Psalm 103 - God bestows countless benefits on
man but, finally, man dies (verses 14-16). God will save those
who are His children (verses 3-4, 11-13).

MONDAY - Psalm 104 - God makes Himself known by His
gracious provision for mankind. Man should gratefully
acknowledge the goodness of God (verse 33) before it is too
late (verse 29).

TUESDAY — Psalm 110 - This is the Psalm which Jesus
quoted to prove his divine origin (Matthew 22:44) and it
speaks of his coming kingdom on earth.

WEDNESDAY - Psalm 122 - The peace of Jerusalem (verse
6) will mean peace for the whole world when Jesus reigns
with his helpers (verse 5).

THURSDAY - Psalm 146 - God is good to the helpless
(verses 7-9) and men should trust Him and not the great men
of the earth who must, in any case, die (verses 3-4).

FRIDAY — Psalm 149 - When Jesus and his followers reign
in Zion (verses 1-2) they will rule with irresistible authority
(verses 6-9).

SATURDAY - Psalm 150 - While you are still alive, give
thanks for God's goodness and way of salvation (verse 6).
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STEP n WEEK 41

T = FIRST PRINCIPLES . . .

’;‘QND;)‘:Y 1 Thenatlyy 1| IN THE EPISTLES TO
imothy 2| MOTHY

TUESDAY 1 Timothy 6 !

WEDNESDAY 2 Timothy 1, = Timothy was a young

| THURSDAY 2 Timothy 2| man converted by the

FRIDAY 2 Timothy 3| Apostle Paul. He had

SATURDAY 2 Timothy 4

been brou%ht up, at
- Lystra, with a good
foundation of Scriptural knowledge (2 Timothy 3:15).

= When he became the ‘bishop’ or guide of the believers at
Ephesus, Paul wrote to him with sound advice.

= |t was at Ephesus that Paul had warned of the dangers of
departing from the one true Gospel (Acts 20:28-32).

= |n these Epistles written soon before his martyrdom in
Rome, Paul again outlines essential Foundation Teachings of
the Faith, which cannot be altered.

(See the summary of Bible teachings on pages 60-63)

Es i S 1
DAILY NOTES .
SUNDAY - 1 Timothy 1 - First principles: ‘Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners’ (verse 15). God alone is King
over all: He is worthy of all honour and glory. (verse 17).

MONDAY - 1 Timothy 2 - A first principle: There is one
God and one mediator between man and God, the man
Christ Jesus (verse 5).

TUESDAY - 1 Timothy 6 - A first principle: God alone has
immortality and has never been seen by man (verse 16).
WEDNESDAY - 2 Timothy 1 - A first principle: Immortality
is promised but only through Jesus Christ (verse 10).
THURSDAY - 2 Timothy 2 - A first principle: Jesus Christ is
of the seed of David and was raised from the dead (verse 8).
FRIDAY - 2 Timothy 3 - A first principle: All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God (verses 15-16).

SATURDAY - 2 Timothy 4 - First principles: Jesus will
return, raise the dead and judge them, and establish his
kingdom on earth (verses 1,8).
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L
WEEK 42 n STEP

THE PROPHETS

' [ SUNDAY Isaiah 1
= God sent His prophets | MONDAY Isaiah 2
to Israel and Judah (see iTUESDM’ lsaiah 9
chart on the inside back |\.\.|'E|)|s||zs[)mr Isaiah 11
cover) to try to turn them | THURSDAY Isaiah 25
from idolatry and false | FRIDAY lsaiah 26
religion. But ‘they | SATURDAY lsaiah 32

mocked the messengers of

God . . . until there was no remedy’ (2 Chronicles 36:16).

= [SAIAH spoke during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, when Judah was surrounded
by the Assyrians (see map). He made known many wonderful
promises concerning Jesus and the Kingdom on earth.

\

4  ASSYRIA

JUDAH
(surrounded)

Assyria and Egypt in the days of lsaiah

' DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Isaiah 1 - Sin is like leprosy (verses 5-6) and
uncleanness (verse 16) but God is willing and able to cleanse
the repentant (verse 16-18).

MONDAY - lsaiah 2 - A glorious picture of the Kingdom
(verses 2-4) precedes a warning of God’s wrath against sin
and pride (verses 10-22).

TUESDAY - lsaiah 9 - Jesus will sit on David’s throne for
ever (verses 6-7). the guarantor is God himself (verse 7).
WEDNESDAY - Isaiah 11 - The child promised is Jesus of
the line (ancestry) of Jesse and David (verse 1).

THURSDAY - lsaiah 25 - Those who trust God will inherit
joy and life everlasting (verses 8-9). See also 1 Corinthians
15:54 and Revelation 21:4.

FRIDAY - lsaiah 26 - There is hope and peace for those
who trust God (verses 1-3). Some men will never rise from
the dead (verse 14) but others will (verse 19).

SATURDAY - lIsaiah 32 - When Jesus and his followers rule
on earth (verse 1) there will be real peace based on
righteousness (verse 17).
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STEP n WEEK 43

= THE EPISTLE TO

SUNDAY Hebrews 1

MONDAY Hebrews 2 THE HEB_REWS
TUESDAY Hebrews 3| ® This Epistle, addressed
WEDNESDAY Hebrews 4 first to Jewish (Hebrew)
THURSDAY Hebrews 5| believers, sets out the
FRIDAY Hebrews 10 | supreme position of Jesus

SATURDAY Hebrews 11|  Christ above all that had
— : gone before.

= He is BETTER than anyone or anything else - except God
only.

= He is the one promised in the Old Testament who will
come again to fulfil the PROMISES and reward the faithful of
all ages. (See chapter 11).

| DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Hebrews 1 - God sent His word by the angels
and the prophets, but best of all through his Son, Jesus (verse
1), who is greater than all.

MONDAY - Hebrews 2 - Although he was the Son of God,
Jesus shared our nature so as to overcome ‘the devil’ (sin)
and death (verse 14), and provide salvation for many (verse
10).

TUESDAY - Hebrews 3 - We need faith in the Son of God
(verse 6) but, having believed, we must remain steadfast to
the end (verse 14).

WEDNESDAY - Hebrews 4 - Joshua at the time when Israel
entered the Promised Land did not give Israel eternal rest
(verse 8) but Jesus will eventually provide it for his people
(verses 9-11).

THURSDAY - Hebrews 5 - Although he was the Son of
God, Jesus needed to learn obedience and to be saved from
death (verse 8). But he will be a King-Priest like Melchizedek
(verse 10). - See Genesis 14:18.

FRIDAY — Hebrews 10 - Jesus Christ is the perfect, final and
only effective sacrifice for sin (verses 11-13). We need faith in
this sacrifice (verse 38).

SATURDAY - Hebrews 11 - Faith is confidence in God's
promises (verse 1). Without faith it is impossible to please
God (verse 6). All the names in this chapter are people who
had faith in God’s PROMISES (verses 39-40), and their faith
changed the lives they led.



L
WEEK 44 n STEP

, o
GoD’s Wl,TNESSES SUNDAY Isaiah 40
* God provides ample MONDAY Isaiah 42
evidence that He is God TUESDAY Isaiah 52
and that He is true. WEDNESDAY Isaiah 53
= The heavens and their THURSDAY Isaiah 55
wonders tell of His power | FRIDAY Isaiah 60
(Psalm 19). SATURDAY Isaiah 61

= His Word, so

miraculously preserved (1 Peter 1:25) proclaims His Plan and
Purpose.

= Jesus Christ is His faithful and true witness (Revelation 1:5)
who by his way of life, his miracles, his death and his
resurrection proclaimed the true God and eternal life (1 John
1:1-2).

= The apostles, prophets and all true believers witness that
God is true by their works and manner of life.

= [srael is God's special witness that the Lord God is the only
God and that what He says always comes true (Isaiah 43:12).

 DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - Isaiah 40 - God speaks words of comfort to frail
mankind (verses 1-8) and promises wonderful things through
Jesus Christ (verses 6-11, 31).

MONDAY - Isaiah 42 - This is the first of a series of
promises concerning ‘The Servant’. Jesus was God’s servant
and witness (verses 1-8). This chapter is quoted in the New
Testament (Matthew 12:18-21; 3:17).

TUESDAY - Isaiah 52 - Jesus was God’s messenger (verse 7)
and servant (verse 13). God’s people should also be holy or
separate (verse 11).

WEDNESDAY - Isaiah 53 - A marvellous description of the
rejection of Jesus 700 years before it happened. God's servant
(Jesus) would suffer because of sin and sinners (verse 11) but
would triumph at the last (verses 10, 12).

THURSDAY - lsaiah 55 - God has given Jesus as a witness
and a leader (verse 4). If we respond now (verse 6) we can
have forgiveness (verse 7) and become heirs of the PROMISES
{verse 3).

FRIDAY - Isaiah 60 - God's special people Israel will be
restored - further witness to God’s goodness, faithfulness and
power.

SATURDAY - lsaiah 61 - Jesus knew that verses 1-2 referred
to him and he read them aloud in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21).

He is the bridegroom who will bless the nations (verses
10-11).
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STEP WEEK 45

f | FAITH AND WORKS

SUNDAY Hebrews 12

MONDAY Hebrews 13| = Faith is the foundation
TUESDAY James 1 of our relationship with

| WEDNESDAY James 2 God (Hebrews 11:6). We
THURSDAY James 3 must learn to trust His
FRIDAY James 4 gracious promises; we can
SATURDAY James 5| never deserve them.

= But faith cannot exist unless we show it in our lives. Faith
without works is dead and meaningless.

= Faithful men and women must live faithfully.

THE EPISTLE OF JAMES

= James was a half-brother of Jesus and he was not converted
until Jesus rose from the dead. Later he became the ‘bishop’
of the church (or ‘ecclesia’) at Jerusalem (Acts 15).

= His epistle is very practical and shows the inescapable need
for faith to be demonstrated by actions.

 DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - Hebrews 12 - We have many fine examples of
faith to follow (verse 1) but the best of them all is Jesus and
we must look to him (verse 2).

MONDAY - Hebrews 13 - Jesus is the greatest example for
us all (verses 7-8). We only have hope by his death and
resurrection (verses 20-21).

TUESDAY - James 1 - Temptation is from within (verse 14).
See what Jesus said in Mark 7:21. Wisdom, re-birth and
eventually a crown of life are blessings from God for men
and women of faith (verses 5, 18, 12).

WEDNESDAY - James 2 - Faithful thoughts must result in
faithful actions (verses 21-26).

THURSDAY - James 3 - The tongue can only be controlled
by a mind filled with God's word (verse 17).

FRIDAY - James 4 - The ‘world’ (verse 4) means those who
live without God. We must choose between ‘the world’ and
God. Humility is essential (verse 10).

SATURDAY - James 5 - The people of God must live and
work patiently till the coming again of Jesus Christ (verse 7).
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WEEK 46 STEP

E%EDP¥SI|:3[EJE]YHOF [SUNDAY ]eremiah 1
JEREMIAH MONDAY Jeremiah 17

TUESDAY Jeremiah 30
= Jeremiah was the son of | WEDNESDAY Jeremiah 31
a Jewish priest. His work | THURSDAY Jeremiah 33
as a prophet began in the | FRIDAY Jeremiah 36
reign of Josiah, king of SATURDAY Jeremiah 38

Judah and lasted 40 years
until the captivity in Babylon. (See chart, inside back cover).
= He did not want to be a prophet (Jeremiah 1:6), but God
put His word into his mouth (verse 9) so that he prophesied
about Israel and all the nations round about (verse 10).

= He had much to say about the forthcoming sufferings of
God's people, both in the Book of Jeremiah and in his
Lamentations which follow.

= Like all of God's prophets Jeremiah suffered because of his
work (chapter 38). He told of the suffering of the coming
Messiah and the restoration of the nation after many years of
suffering. He also prophesied of the establishment of the
Kingdom of God.

' DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - Jeremiah 1 - God told Jeremiah what he must
say (verse 9). There would be punishment for the sins of the
people of the nation of Judah (verse 16). It would come from
the North (Babylonian invasion) (verse 14 and Jeremiah 4:6;
6:1).

MONDAY - Jeremiah 17 - Judah’s only hope was in God
(verses 13-14) and so is ours (verses 7-8). See Psalm 1:3 and
Revelation 22:1-2.

TUESDAY - Jeremiah 30 - The preservation, and restoration
of Israel was foretold (verses 10, 11, 24). This began after the
First World War and increased following the Second World
War.

WEDNESDAY - Jeremiah 31 - Israel as a nation will
eventually have a new heart (verses 31-34). See Hebrews
8:7-13. She will finally acknowledge Jesus Christ as her king.

THURSDAY - Jeremiah 33 - God's PROMISE (Genesis 8:22)
to preserve the earth is a guarantee of His promise to Israel
(verses 19-26).

FRIDAY - Jeremiah 36 - Jehoiakim tried in vain to destroy
God'’s word (verse 23) but another scroll was written (verse
32) and God's word came true.

SATURDAY - Jeremiah 38 - Jeremiah’s own experiences
(verse 6) pointed forward to those of Jesus who was himself
put in ‘the pit’ (the grave).



|
STEP WEEK 47

.
SUNDAY 1 Peter 1 PETER’S EPISTLES
MONDAY 1Peter 2| = Peter the fisherman
TUESDAY 1Peter 3| followed Jesus faithfully
WEDNESDAY 1Peter 5| for more than three years
THURSDAY 2 Peter 1| but, to his bitter regret,
FRIDAY 2 Peter 2| denied him when Jesus
SATURDAY 2 Peter 3| most needed his support.

= By the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Peter’s faith was re-
kindled and Jesus gave him the commission to ‘feed his flock’
(John 21:15-18).

= Peter became a prominent early preacher of the Gospel,
first to the Jews (Acts 2-9) and also to the Gentiles (non-Jews)
(Acts 10-12). He suffered imprisonment on several occasions
and according to tradition, was finally martyred, as forecast
by Jesus.

= His epistles, addressed to Jewish believers scattered
throughout the world, proclaim the leadership of Jesus as the
Chief Shepherd of the flock. Believers are reminded of their
holy calling in a dark world. They must expect suffering and
trial, but God's promises in Jesus Christ are sure. Through
him we too can escape the judgments coming on the world.

_DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - 1 Peter 1 - God in heaven has reserved an
inheritance for the faithful. It will be revealed, eventually, on
earth (verses 4-5) at the second coming of Jesus (verse 7).

MONDAY - 1 Peter 2 - Like Israel of old, believers are
called to be a special people (verses 9-10) with consequent
responsibilities (verse 12). They must try to be blameless, like
Jesus in their daily lives (verses 13-17).

TUESDAY - 1 Peter 3 - Jesus Christ is our example and we
must suffer for him if necessary (verse 14). We must be
baptised into him (verse 21) to be saved (like Noah).

WEDNESDAY - 1 Peter 5 - Jesus Christ is the Shepherd of
his people and will glorify them when he comes again (verse
4).

THURSDAY — 2 Peter 1 - God makes great and precious
PROMISES through Christ (verse 4) of eternal glory in His
Kingdom (verse 11). The Bible is totally reliable as God's
word (verse 21).

FRIDAY - 2 Peter 2 - God saved Noah (verse 5) and Lot
(verse 7) and can save US from the coming judgments (verse
9), if we remain faithful followers of Jesus Christ (verse 20).

SATURDAY - 2 Peter 3 - The ‘heavens and the earth’ (verse
7) means human governments and people (the ‘world’). They
will be replaced by the Kingdom of God (verse 13). See
Isaiah 65:17-25.
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WEEK 48 E STEP

THE PROPHECY OF SNOAE Ezekiel 2

EZEKIEL MONDAY Ezekiel 3
= Ezekiel was a priest TUESDAY Ezekiel 18
who was taken captive to | WEDNESDAY Ezekiel 36
Babylon where he THURSDAY Ezekiel 37
prophesied. (See chart, FRIDAY Ezekiel 38
inside back cover). SATURDAY Ezekiel 39 |

= He was called upon to

enact many prophecies. He was called a ‘man of sign’ and
‘son of man’, pointing forward to Jesus Christ.

= A most exciting prophecy in chapter 37 relates to OUR
DAYS! It describes the revival of Israel, a modern miracle,
and forecasts her coming King (verse 22). The land will,
however, again be invaded from the North (chapter 38) but
God will intervene.

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Ezekiel 2 - God’s message must be passed on,
whatever the response from the hearers (verse 5).
MONDAY - Ezekiel 3 - Those who know the truth have a

responsibility to tell others (verses 17-18). Ezekiel faithfully
carried out this task.

TUESDAY - Ezekiel 18 - Individuals, once they understand,
must accept responsibility for their own sins (verses 4, 32).
WEDNESDAY - Ezekiel 36 - This chapter describes the Arab
opposition to the creation of Israel. Israel is protected for a
time by God, even though they do not recognise His hand at
work.

THURSDAY - Ezekiel 37 - The revival of Israel today, after
nearly 2,000 years, is a miracle and a witness to God’s word.
What other explanation is there of Israel’s dramatic revival?

FRIDAY - Ezekiel 38 - A forthcoming invasion of Israel from
the North (verse 15) will be overthrown by Divine
intervention (verses 18-23).

SATURDAY - Ezekiel 39 - Israel finds peace when she turns
to God and her enemies are destroyed. God will then bless
and purify her from her sins.
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STEP E WEEK 49

JOHN’S EPISTLES,

1
suNnAY Vo 3| JUDE'S EPISTLE
TUESDAY 1John 3| u John, the disciple of
WEDNESDAY 1John 4| jesys, wrowe a Gospel
THURSDAY 2 John | record, three short epistles
FRIDAY 3John| 514 the Book of
SATURDAY Jude

Revelation.

= He was called the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ (although he
loved every one of them!) and the twin themes of LOVE and
TRUTH occur frequently in the epistles.

= Already false teaching was creeping into the Church. By the
end of the second century AD the truth of Jesus’ teaching had
been largely replaced amongst so-called Christians by the
false doctrines still common today.

= Compare the Bible teachings as listed on pages 60-63 of
this note book with the ideas of many ‘religions’ today! True
followers of Jesus Christ accept only the teachings of the
Bible and not of men.

= Jude, possibly a half-brother of Jesus, abandoned writing a
treatise on our common salvation, in favour of an urgent
appeal to defend the faith.

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - 1 John 1 - Fellowship with God and with Jesus
Christ is only possible for those who walk in the light of
God’s word (verse 7). Confession of our sins paves the way
to forgiveness and cleansing (verse 9).

MONDAY - 1 John 2 - Those who walk in the light are
God's children. Together they await Christ's coming (verse
28). The way of the world and those who follow it will pass
away (verse 17).

TUESDAY - 1 John 3 - What wonderful love God has shown
for us (verse 1). Those who are God’s children will be made
like Christ at his coming (verse 2).

WEDNESDAY - 1 John 4 - Those who are God'’s children
know the Truth (verse 1) and love one another (verse 7).
They try to be ready for the day of judgment (verse 17).

THURSDAY - 2 John - Those who are God's children know
the Truth (verse 1) and love one another (verse 5).

FRIDAY - 3 John - Those who are God’s children walk in
the Truth (verses 1-4) and show love to all (verse 5).

SATURDAY - Jude - Those who are Christ’s need to
earnestly contend for the faith (verse 3) which was once
given for all time. God can preserve our steps until Jesus
comes again (verses 24-25).




L
WEEK 50 m STEP

THE PROPHECY OF SNDAY. | Deid

2
DANIEL MONDAY Daniel 3
= Daniel was one of the TUESDAY Daniel 5
captive Jewish princes WEDNESDAY Daniel 6
taken to Babylon by | THURSDAY Daniel 7
Nebuchadnezzar, King of | FRIDAY Daniel 9
Babylon. SATURDAY Daniel 12

= His inspired book is a
blend of prophetic dreams and exciting events showing God's
care for His people.

THE KING’S DREAM

= God gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream portraying a history of
certain empires, the last of which is the Kingdom of God. The
rest of the prophecy of Daniel develops this theme.

Head of Gold
BABYLONIAN EMPIRE

Breast and Arms of Silver
MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE

Belly and Thighs of Brass
GRECIAN EMPIRE

//

%
The stone cut

out of the mountain
“without hands" -
Christ’s coming kingdom.

Legs of Iron
ROMAN EMPIRE

Feet of lron and Clay

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Daniel 2 - The present kingdoms of man will be
replaced by the Kingdom of God (verse 44) which will stand
for ever.

MONDAY - Daniel 3 - We must only worship God. The
courage which comes through faith will enable us to face
anything which man can do to us (verses 17-18).

TUESDAY - Daniel 5 - The kingdoms of man (like Babylon)
are ‘weighed in the balances and found wanting’ (verse 27).
They will be replaced.

WEDNESDAY - Daniel 6 - Daniel’s experiences pointed
forward to those of Jesus Christ who was put in a sealed
tomb (verse 17) but God saved him also.

THURSDAY - Daniel 7 - The kingdoms of man are like

beasts, in God's eyes. God will set up His own Kingdom
(verses 14, 27).

FRIDAY - Daniel 9 - Despite Israel’s sin God promised a
Messiah and Saviour (verses 25-26) in swift response to
Daniel’s prayer (verse 21).

SATURDAY - Daniel 12 - God's people will be delivered

(verse 1), there will be a resurrection and judgment
(verse 2).
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STEP WEEK 51

THE ‘MINOR’ PROPHETS

::Jgp?[‘;:y Hﬁ t; = The Twelve - the books

TUESDAY Micah 5| which follow Daniel in

WEDNESDAY Zechariah 8| the Old Testament are

THURSDAY Zechariah 12| sometimes called the

FRIDAY Malachi 3| ‘Minor’ prophets because

SATURDAY Malachi 4| they are shorter not
because they are less
important.

= Their message from God is just as important and the great
themes are the same as those of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and
Daniel.

= We can only now look briefly at five of these books but
when you proceed to Step Seven (see page 64) you will
eventually read ALL the books.

(To see where the Minor Prophets fit into Bible history
consult the chart on the inside back cover).

DAILY NOTES

SUNDAY - Hosea 13 - This prophecy depicts God’s love
despite Israel’s unfaithfulness. God’s people (whether Jew or
Gentile) (1:10) need to be led (verse 5), need a King (verse
10) and need to be saved from death (verse 14).

See 1 Corinthians 15:54-57.

MONDAY - Joel 3 - All nations are to come to Jerusalem in
battle. Then God will intervene through Jesus Christ.

TUESDAY - Micah 5 - Jesus, born in Bethlehem (verse 2), is
the Good Shepherd who will save and lead His people
(verses 4-5).

WEDNESDAY — Zechariah 8 - When lIsrael are fully restored
and have repented (verses 7-8), all nations will have to
respect them as examples of God’s marvellous dealings
(verse 23).

THURSDAY - Zechariah 12 - Only when Israel accept Jesus
Christ as their Saviour (verse 10) will they be fully restored.
FRIDAY - Malachi 3 - Israel will be purified (verse 3) when
Jesus comes in judgment (verse 2). If we, now, reverence
God and commit ourselves to him He will treasure US
(verse 17).

SATURDAY - Malachi 4 - The Old Testament closes on a

note of blessing (verse 2) or cursing (verse 6). Which will it
be for US? Israel failed to please God. May we be different!
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week 52 08 STEP

THE REVELATION OF [

| SUNDAY Revelation 1
JESUS CHRIST MONDAY Revelation 2
= The last Book of the TUESDAY Revelation 3
Bible completes God's WEDNESDAY Revelation 5
message about Jesus THURSDAY Revelation 19
Christ and the coming FRIDAY Revelation 21
Kingdom. SATURDAY Revelation 22

= [t was given by God to
Jesus (Revelation 1:1) to show his servants things which were
yet to happen before Jesus is revealed from heaven.

= |t was made known to John while he was an exile in the
isle of Patmos.

= Given in symbolic language (‘'signified” 1:1) it can only be
understood in the light of the rest of Scripture.

= The early chapters are easier to understand, being addressed
to the seven ‘churches’ (ecclesias) in Asia (see map). They
contain vital advice for US.

The Seven ‘Churches’
in Asia

1-Ephesus

2-Smyrna

3-Pergamos
4-Thyatira

5-Sardis
6-Philadelphia
7-Laodicea

' DAILY NOTES |

SUNDAY - Revelation 1 - God gave this Book, through
Jesus, to teach His servants (verse 1). Are we His servants? If
so, we read, hear and keep his word (verse 3).

MONDAY - Revelation 2 - If we have ‘ears to hear’ then do
we listen to God’s word? (verses 7, 11, 17, 29). Watch for
the promises to the faithful.

TUESDAY - Revelation 3 - It is better to be cold or hot,
rather than lukewarm believers (verse 15). Which are we?
Who are those who ‘overcome’?

WEDNESDAY - Revelation 5 - Those who are Christ’s will
reign on earth over all nations (verse 10). Are we ‘Christ’s’?

THURSDAY - Revelation 19 - Those who are Christ’s are
covered by his righteousness (verse 8) and will be united with
him for ever (verse 7).

FRIDAY - Revelation 21 - The ‘new Jerusalem’ is the Bride
of Christ - those who are united with him for ever (verses 2,
9, 10). But some will be excluded (verse 8).

SATURDAY - Revelation 22 - The Bible ends with a prayer
for Christ’s return (verse 20). Is this our prayer, and are we
ready for him to come?
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A SUMMARY OF
BIBLE TEACHINGS

10

11

12

The Bible is the word of God directly
inspired by Him. (2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews
1:1; 2 Peter 1:21).

There is only one God, the Father, who
created the world. (Deuteronomy 6:4;

1 Corinthians 8:6; 1 Timothy 2:5; Isaiah
45:6, 12).

The Holy Spirit is the power of God active
in carrying out His will. (Luke 1:35; Acts
10:38; Acts 8:18-19).

Jesus is the Son of God. God is his Father.
(Luke 1:35; Matthew 3:17; Psalm 2:7).

Jesus was the Son of man, being born of the
virgin Mary. (Galatians 4:4; 1 Timothy 2:5;
Philippians 2:8).

Jesus shared our human nature in order to
overcome sin and death. (Hebrews 2:14;
Hebrews 4:15; Romans 8:3).

Jesus overcame all temptation and, though
sinless, he died to save his followers from
sin and death. (Romans 5:6; John 3:16;
Isaiah 53:5).

The first man was Adam who disobeyed
God and brought sin and death into the
world. (Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 5:12;
1 Corinthians 15:21-22).

All human beings have a sin-prone nature
and because they sin they die. (Romans
6:23; Ecclesiastes 3:19-20; Psalm 146:3-4).

There is no consciousness in death. (Isaiah
38:18-19; Ecclesiastes 9:5-6; Psalm 89:48).

The ‘soul’ means the body, senses or breath,
but is not immortal. Souls die. (Isaiah 38:17:
Joshua 11:11; Ezekiel 18:4).

‘Hell” is another name for the grave. (Jonah
2:1-3; Psalm 116:3; Psalm 16:10).
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13

14

15

16

i

18

19

20

21

22

23

‘Hell Fire’ refers to the complete destruction
of the unfaithful after the day of Judgment. It
is, in fact, a translation of the Hebrew name
‘Gehenna’ which was a valley outside
Jerusalem where rubbish and criminals were
burned, not a place of eternal torment. (Mark
9:43; Matthew 10:28 - compare with
Malachi 4:1-3).

Jesus was raised from the dead by God and
later ascended to heaven. (Acts 1:3, 9;
Revelation 1:18; Acts 10:40; Mark 16:19).

Jesus is the only mediator between God and
man. (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:24-25; Acts
4:12).

Jesus will return to earth personally. (Acts
1:10-11; Matthew 16:27; Acts 3:20-21).

Jesus will raise many of the dead when he
returns. (1 Thessalonians 4:16; John 5:29;
Daniel 12:1-2).

Resurrection is the only hope of life after
death. (1 Corinthians 15:13-14; Philippians
3:20-21; Acts 24:15).

There will be a judgment following
resurrection. (2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Timothy
4:1; Romans 14:10-12).

Everlasting life will be on earth, for men and
women whose bodies will be changed to be
immortal. It is the gift of God. (Matthew 5:5;
1 Corinthians 15:53-54; Philippians 3:20-21).

The promises made to Abraham involve a
literal inheritance in the earth for all the
faithful. (Genesis 13:15; Genesis 28:13;
Hebrews 11:8-9, 39-40).

The promises made to David involve Jesus

becoming the King over God’s Kingdom in

Israel. (2 Samuel 7:12-14; lsaiah 9:6-7; Luke
1:30-33).

Jerusalem will be the capital of the Kingdom
of God. (Ezekiel 21:27; Isaiah 24:23;
Matthew 5:35).
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25

26

27

28

29

30

Jesus will be assisted in ruling the world by
his immortal followers. (Daniel 7:27;
Revelation 2:26; Luke 22:30).

The Kingdom of God will result in
everlasting righteousness, happiness and
peace. (Isaiah 32:17; Isaiah 2:4; Psalm
67:4-7).

Christ will rule over the mortal population of
the earth for a thousand years. All sin and
death will then be removed and the earth
will be filled with God's glory. (Revelation
20:6; Revelation 21:4; 1 Corinthians
15:24-26).

The devil is another name for the sin
tendencies in ourselves and not a separate
supernatural being. Christ shared our
inclinations and temptations but overcame
them by being sinless. He is able to help us,
therefore, and to share his victory with us.
(James 1:14-15; Hebrews 2:14; Hebrews
9:26).

Satan means an adversary and the word is
used about things and people who oppose
God’s will. Even Peter was once called Satan
(Matthew 16:23). God can also sometimes
act as an adversary against the wicked
(Numbers 22:22; 2 Samuel 24:1 - compared
with 1 Chronicles 21:1).

Devils (demons) are not supernatural beings.
People with mental disorders were said to
have ‘evil spirits’ - which means disordered
minds. There is only one God. The supposed
devils of heathen religions did not exist.

(1 Corinthians 10:20; Acts 17:18 - strange
gods = demons; Isaiah 45:5, 7).

Salvation involves the forgiveness of sins.
Righteousness can be obtained only by the
grace of God through faith in Christ.
(Romans 4:13, 21-25; Hebrews 11:6;
Galatians 3:26).
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32

33

34

35

36

Baptism by immersion in water, after a true
confession of the things concerning the
Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, is essential for salvation. By this
means we are ‘buried’ and then ‘rise’ to a
new way of life in Christ. We are covered
by his righteousness while we continue to
follow him. (John 3:5; Acts 8:12; Mark
16:16; Acts 22:16; Acts 8:38; Romans 6:4;
Galatians 3:27-29).

Israel are God'’s chosen people. Though
scattered because of disobedience, they are
being regathered in fulfilment of Bible
prophecy (Joel 3:2; Ezekiel 37:12; Ezekiel
37:22).

When Israel repent and accept Jesus as their
Messiah, they will be purified as a people
and become the chief of the nations.
(Zechariah 12:10; Jeremiah 31:33; Zechariah
8:23; Romans 11:25-29).

The breaking of bread and drinking of wine,
in remembrance of Jesus was instituted by
him for his true followers. (Luke 22:19-20;
Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

There is only one true Gospel which cannot
be altered. (Ephesians 4:4-6; Galatians 1:8;
Jude 3).

Those who believe the Gospel and are
baptised into Christ are ‘brethren in Christ’
and God calls them his children. (1 John
3:1; John 1:12; 1 Peter 1:23).

All those who believe these teachings must also
strive to live a godly, Christian life.

= Note: The name CHRISTADELPHIANS means
‘brethren in Christ’ (Colossians 1:2).

We shall be pleased to advise you of your nearest
Christadelphians. They have meeting places in
many parts of the world.

Free literature is also available on most Bible
subjects. If you have any problems or questions,
please write to us.
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THE BIBLE FOR ALL SEASONS

The word of God can provide comfort and strength
for every changing need.

Here are some examples which may be helpful:

= IN TIMES OF SORROW Psalm 90
= IN TIMES OF FEAR Psalm 91
= IN TIMES OF LONELINESS Psalm 142
= IN TIMES OF ILLNESS Psalm 103

If you are concerned:

= FOR YOUR CHILDREN Proverbs 4
= FOR THE FUTURE Luke 21
= FOR WHAT LIFE IS ABOUT Isaiah 45
= FOR A PROMISE FROM GOD Isaiah 55
STEP 7

You will now be needing a Bible Reading Chart
that will take you through EVERY CHAPTER of
God's Word each year, by reading several
chapters each day.

This Bible Reading Companion Chart can be
downloaded from our website:

https://www.bibleed.com/bible-reading-planner
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